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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels

Wednesday 2 June 2010, 09.00 - 18.30
Thursday 3 June 2010, 09.00 – 12.30
The Committee meeting will be web streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
LEGISLATIVE WORK

HEALTH

· Information on medicinal products subject to medical prescription 

Co-decision, first reading (2008/0255(COD)) and (2008/0256(COD))

Consideration of amendments

The ENVI committee will consider amendments on information on medicinal products subject to medical prescription (amendment of Regulation (EC) No 726/2004 and Directive 2001/83/EC) (Christofer Fjellner (PPE), Sweden).
The "information to patients" proposals form part of the Pharmaceutical Package. The objective of the proposals is to allow pharmaceutical companies to provide non-promotional information to the general public on prescription-only medicines while maintaining the advertisement ban. The proposal defines the scope of information which can be made available, limits the channels through which information can be provided, and sets criteria on the quality of information.

The draft report proposes to change the focus of the proposal and emphasise the patients' right to get access to information instead of the opportunity for the pharmaceutical companies to provide information; to this end the rapporteur proposes to mandate the pharmaceutical companies to make available certain information. In order to protect patients from unsolicited information, the rapporteur proposes that information can not be made available in newspapers, magazines and similar publications. The draft report also emphasises the central role of the doctor-patient relation; and proposes to involve patients' organisations and health professionals into the issues related to the implementation and application of the directive and regulation.

29 amendments were tabled to the regulation, and 223 to the directive. Some amendments call for the rejection of the proposal.

Vote in ENVI: 21-23 June 2010

Vote in Plenary: September - I 2010
ENVIRONMENT
· Restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment 
Co-decision, first reading (2008/0240(COD))
Adoption of draft report
The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment (recast version) (Jill Evans, Greens, UK).
The Commission's proposal is a recast of the RoHS Directive, which aims at eliminating certain hazardous substances from electrical and electronic equipment. The proposal does not ban new substances. The main modifications in the Commission proposal are:
· Two new annexes describing the scope. Medical devices and control and monitoring instruments are included;

· Maximum concentration values for the banned substances; permission to use non-compliant spare parts is extended to equipment benefitting from an exemption when placed on the market, to prevent premature withdrawal of equipment from use;
· A mechanism for introducing new substance bans in line with the REACH methodology.

· A 4-year maximum validity period for the exemptions is set to stimulate substitution efforts, provide legal security and shift the burden of proof to the applicant, in line with REACH.
The draft report contained the following key issues:

· The phasing out of brominated and chlorinated flame retardants as well as PVC and its hazardous additives;

· The open scope; 

· The differentiation between RoHS and REACH; 

· Modifications of the criteria for exemptions; 

· Criteria for deciding on the duration of an exemption/grace periods; 

· Co-decision for future restrictions instead of comitology
Compromise amendments and consolidated amendments are prepared on the:

· Scope

· Exemptions

· Methodology for banning additional substances (including a revised Annex III)

· Nanomaterials

· Delegated acts
Vote in Plenary: July 2010
· CONCLUSION OF THE PROTOCOL ON INTEGRATED COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT TO THE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT AND THE COASTAL REGION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
2010/0016(NLE)
Adoption of draft report.
The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report on the conclusion of the Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone Management to the Convention for the protection of the marine environment and the coastal region of the Mediterranean (Jo Leinen (S&D, Germany).
On 19th February 2010 the Commission published a proposal for a Council Decision to conclude, on behalf of the EU, the above-mentioned Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (also known as "the Barcelona Convention"). Before adopting the Decision to conclude the Protocol, the Council must obtain the consent of the European Parliament (Article 218(6)(a) TFEU - ex Article 300). The Protocol contains objectives and general principles for integrated coastal zone management, including the sustainable use of natural resources and the preservation of coastal ecosystems. It also contains specific provisions concerning economic activities in coastal zones, including construction, tourism, fishing, aquaculture and maritime activities and on instruments for integrated coastal zone management (such as environmental assessment, national coastal strategies and monitoring mechanisms).
Vote in plenary: July 2010
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

· COMMISSION GREEN PAPER ON THE MANGEMENT OF BIO-WASTE IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Own-Initiative report 2009/2153(INI))
Adaption of draft own initiative report 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft own initiative report on the Commission Green Paper on the management of bio-waste in the European Union (José Manuel Fernandes PPE, Portugal).

In his report Mr Fernandes urges the Commission to come with specific legislative proposals for a Directive which lays down criteria for the production of various types of compost obtained through the treatment of bio-waste. He equally asks the Commission to establish a mandatory separate collection system taking into account the subsidiarity principle. Mr Fernandes insists also on awareness -raising campaigns amongst youth and in schools.

In the amendments subsequently tabled he has been mostly followed although the subsidiarity principle and the investments already made in some Member States require a somewhat cautious approach.

ENVI- members tabled 81 amendments, ITRE 19 and AGRI 22 (= 122). Several compromise texts will be tabled.

Vote in ENVI: 2 June 2010

Vote in Plenary: July 2010
· REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EU LEGISLATION AIMING AT THE CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY

Own-Initiative report 2009/2108(INI))
Consideration of draft own initiative report 

The ENVI committee will consider a draft own initiative report on the implementation of EU legislation aiming at the conservation of biodiversity (Esther de Lange, PPE, Netherlands).
The rapporteur regrets that the target of halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 has not been met and asks for the future strategy until 2020 to pursue Option 4 as proposed by the Commission as in its Document on the options for an EU vision and target for biodiversity beyond 2010.

The rapporteur asks the Commission to pay special attention to the problems the Member States have to face when it comes to the implementation of the Habitats -and Birds -Directives. Several, also legal incoherences have been noticed and a need for flexibility is important for those in charge of the implementation of this legislation. 

The need for financing biodiversity in the form of rewarding those who keep the system in the right shape to provide the necessary ecosystem services ,a public good ,is very important.

Finally the integration of the biodiversity targets onto other policy areas requires a special effort which should be shared by all sectors.
Deadline for amendments: 9 June 2010, 12.00

OPINIONs
· CONTROL BY MEMBER STATES OF THE COMMISSION´S EXERCISE OF IMPLEMENTING POWERS
Adoption of draft opinion (2010/0051(COD)
The ENVI committee will adopt a draft opinion on the control by member states of the Commission´s exercise of implementing powers (Jo Leinen (S&D, Germany).
Article 291 of the Treaty lays down the framework for the adoption of implementing acts (comitology). The Commission proposal flows from the requirement in Article 291(3) for the adoption of a regulation governing the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by Member States of the Commission´s exercise of implementing powers. Article 291 does not provide for a role for the co-legislators (i.e. Parliament and Council) in the process, but only for control by Member States. The Commission proposes the introduction of the advisory and examination procedures to govern the adoption of implementing acts. The draft opinion proposes a number of amendments to the proposed Regulation: that the Regulation should clearly provide for Parliament and the Council to be placed on an equal footing as regards access to information concerning the committee meetings under the new procedures and that the new provisions on the automatic alignment of the existing advisory, management and regulatory procedures contained in Articles 3, 4 and 5 of the existing Comitology Decision should be deleted.
The amendments mainly concern the choice of procedure, rights for Parliament to access and receive committee documents and information on committee procedures and meetings and requirements on the Commission to introduce a new Comitology Decision to align the existing acquis.

Vote in Plenary: July 2010
· FAIR REVENUES FOR FARMERS: A BETTER FUNCTIONING FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN IN EUROPE
Adoption of draft opinion (2009/2237(INI))
The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion on Fair Revenues for farmers: a better functioning food supply chain in Europe (Esther Herranz García, EPP, Spain).
The Commission Communication on a better functioning food supply chain in Europe identifies continuing weaknesses in the functioning of the food supply chain. The Commission proposes a number of measures in order to eliminate unfair contractual practices, and to increase transparency in the food supply chain. The Commission also specifically calls for the adoption of the proposal on the revision of the labelling legislation; proposes to review environmental standards and origin labelling schemes which may impede cross-border trade; and to work with Member States and industry towards better harmonising the implementation of EU food safety standards. 

The draft opinion welcomes the recognition in the Communication of the strong power imbalances among the different operators in the food supply chain. It calls for greater integration among the various actors in the chain through inter-professional organisations, the introduction of codes of good practice and the creation of standard voluntary contracts which are capable of being enforced in relation to perishable goods. 

The amendments mainly concern pricing issues in the farming sector, environmentally friendly agricultural practices and the establishment of codes of practice in the food retail sector. 

Vote in ENVI: 2 June 2010
Vote in AGRI: 28 June 2010
Vote in plenary: September 2010
· DEVELOPING THE JOB POTENTIAL OF A NEW SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

Adoption of draft opinion (2010/2010(INI))

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion on developing the job potential of a new sustainable economy (Rovana Plumb S&D, Romania).
The committee on employment and social affairs chose to draw up an own-initiative report to give an input shaping future EU employment policy in the framework of the EU 2020 Strategy. The draft report focuses on employment opportunities in the transition to a new sustainable green economy and the provision of training for the development of the skills and qualifications necessary fully to exploit these opportunities. 

The rapporteur for opinion encourages taking the post-crisis economy as starting point for sustainable growth, based on social justice and eco-efficiency. She urges the Commission to develop policies that would guarantee the smooth transition towards a green economy, clearly giving priority to green jobs and depicting ways to tackling climate change.

25 amendments have been tabled.

Vote in ENVI: 2 June

Vote in EMPL (lead): 14 July

Vote in plenary: September
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

On Wednesday morning, the ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Jacqueline McGlade, Executive Director of EEA. Mrs. McGlade will notably speak biodiversity and the EEA work programme 2011.
On Thursday morning, the ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Jerzy Buzek, President of Parliament. The President has announced that he would address the following two issues: 
· the European Energy Community project, a policy proposal made by Jacques Delors for Notre Europe: " Towards a European Energy Community: A Policy Proposal",

· China and climate change (remarks following the President's trip to China last week).
On Wednesday afternoon, the ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views on STOA activities related to ENVI Committee. This will include presentation on Science and Technology Options Assessment (STOA) activities by Salvatore Tatarella (PPE) and Vittorio Prodi (S&D), Members of the STOA Panel.
DELEGATIONS

· REPORT BACK FROM THE ENVI DELEGATION TO SPAIN, 22-24 MARCH 2010
The objective of the delegation was to meet the Spanish presidency to discuss issues currently at stake within the fields of the ENVI committee's competences. 

The focus lay on organ donation and transplantation, given that the delegation consisted almost entirely of rapporteurs and shadows on the two related dossiers just voted in committee the week before departure; also in view of the negotiations with the Council to conclude the dossiers in a first reading under Spanish presidency.

The delegation furthermore took the opportunity to take a closer look at the Spanish sustainable forest management and forest protection and their approach to biodiversity.

As regards climate change, both the delegation from the Spanish environment ministry and members of the ENVI delegation agreed that EU leadership needed to be strengthened after the Copenhagen summit and that a close collaboration between European Parliament and Council was necessary to define common strategies to fight against climate change.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of May 3-4, 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:

· adopted its second reading recommendation on the Industrial Emissions (IPPC) Directive (KRAHMER report);
· adopted its second reading recommendation on obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market (LUCAS report);
· adopted its second reading recommendation on the Novel Foods Regulation (LIOTARD report); 
· held an exchange of views with Commissioner DALLI
eUROPEAN eNVIRONMENT aGENCY 

· Urban biodiversity — adding life to our cities 

 On 22 May, World Biodiversity Day, the European Environment Agency showed how by mimicking nature we can redesign our cities to enhance green space and biodiversity. The EEA facade was covered by 5 000 plants drawing a map of the European continent Simultaneously, a new EEA assessment on urban ecosystems — the sixth in a series of '10 messages for 2010' — reveals that with the right policies and tools, urbanisation does not need to be a threat to biodiversity in cities and beyond.The façade will be in place from 22 May to October 2010. Follow the project step by step, and learn more about the science behind it.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/living-facade?&utm_campaign=newsletter.2010-05-19.3585268481&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/europe-in-bloom-a-living?&utm_campaign=newsletter.2010-05-21.5917575154&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
Date of next meeting:

21-23 June 2010
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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