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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels

Tuesday 13 July 2010, 15.00 - 18.30
Wednesday 14 July 2010, 09.00 – 12.30 and 15.00-18.30
The Committee meeting will be web streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

· REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EU LEGISLATION AIMING AT THE CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY

Own-Initiative report 2009/2108(INI))
Adoption of draft own initiative report 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft own initiative report on the implementation of EU legislation aiming at the conservation of biodiversity (Esther de Lange, PPE, Netherlands).

In the report the rapporteur regrets that the target of halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 has not been met and asks for the future strategy until 2020 to pursue Option 4 as proposed by the Commission as in its Document on the options for an EU vision and target for biodiversity beyond 2010.

The rapporteur asks the Commission to pay special attention to the problems the Member States have to face when it comes to the implementation of the Habitats- and Birds -Directives. Flexibility is important for those in charge of the implementation of this legislation. 

Financing biodiversity in the form of rewarding those who keep the system in the right shape to provide the necessary ecosystem services, a public good, is very important.

Finally the integration of the biodiversity targets onto other policy areas requires a special effort which should be shared by all sectors.

194 amendments have been tabled by ENVI -members, 22 by PECH and 15 by the PETI-committee.
Vote in ENVI: 14 July 2010
Vote in Plenary: September 2010
· draft motion for a resolution and oral Questions in view of COP10 of Convention on Biological Diversity (Nagoya, Japan, 18-29 otcober 2010)
- Exchange of views on the basis of a motion for a resolution 

- Adoption of oral questions
In view of the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP10) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Nagoya, Japan, 18 - 29 October 2010, it was decided to adopt oral questions accompanied by a motion for a resolution.  
The draft motion for a resolution stresses the urgency to act and addresses the main topics of the forthcoming COP10:  

- Strategic Plan (Overall mission by 2020, Sub-targets by 2020)

- Access and Benefit Sharing (Adoption of a Protocol might be possible at COP10)

- Marine and Coastal Biodiversity

- Protected areas

- Biodiversity and Climate change

- Biofuels

- Financing

- Synergies between the three Rio Conventions

- Intergovernmental Science Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
Deadline for AM: 15 July 2010, 12.00

Vote in ENVI: 6 September2010
Plenary: 6 October 2010 

OPINIONs

· Parliament's position on the 2011 Draft Budget 
Consideration of draft opinion to draft budget 2011 (2010/2001(BUD))

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to the Budgets Committee on the 2011 draft budget as modified by the Council-section III - Commission (Jutta Haug, S&D, Germany).
From a level of appropriations of EUR 306,855 million Euros in 2010, the Commission is proposing to increase the overall level of appropriations of the LIFE + programme to EUR 333,500 million, i.e. an increase of 8,68 % compared to 2010 budget levels.

The Health Programme (17 03 06) with EUR 45.7 million in commitment appropriations in 2010 and EUR 47.06 million proposed for 2011 aims to complement national policies, and to encourage co-operation between Member States, accession countries and international organisations. The overall amount foreseen for Public Health (17 03) of EUR 205.11 million represents a decrease of EUR 15.77 million compared to Budget 2010. The decrease is mainly related to the end of the Regulation foreseeing the financing of the Tobacco Fund -the information campaign against smoking, by the tobacco producers.
In accordance with the “stable-to-table” approach to food and feed safety this action aims at bringing improvements all along the food chain. This sector is completely harmonised at EU level. However, EUR 340.3 million are proposed in Chapter 17 04 (Food and Feed Safety) in 2011compared to EUR 354.9 million in 2010.
Deadline for amendments:
19 July 2010, 12.00

Vote in Strasbourg Extraordinary Session: 6 September 2010
Deadline for budgetary amendments in BUDG: 8 September 2010
Vote in BUDG:
28-30 September 2010

Vote in Plenary:
October 2010
· GUARANTEEING INDEPENDENT IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Consideration of draft opinion to own initiative report (2010/2016(INI))

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to the Committee of Legal Affairs (JURI) on guaranteeing independent impact assessments (Martin Callanan, ECR, UK)
The purpose of this JURI-led report is to examine the current impact assessment system in the context of the formulation of EU legislative proposals. The report will examine in particular whether the existing Impact Assessment Board (IAB) established by the Commission President, ensures an independent process. 

The draft opinion proposes several changes to the structure of the IAB and a right for the Board to propose to Parliament to reject any legislative proposals containing an inadequate impact assessment. The draft opinion also recommends a scrutiny role for the Court of Auditors in the appointment of IAB members. 

The draft opinion also calls for greater stakeholder involvement in the drawing up of impact assessments and for routine inclusion in impact assessments of the environmental impacts of legislative proposals. 

Finally, the draft opinion emphasises the need for Parliament´s Committees to comply with the inter-institutionally agreed approach to impact assessment and to undertake reviews of assessments where necessary during the legislative process. 
Deadline for amendments: 13 September 2010, noon

Vote in ENVI: 5 October 2010
Vote in JURI: November 2010

Vote in Plenary: December 2010
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

· EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH Laurette Onkelinx and Sabine Laruelle
The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Laurette Onkelinx (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Social Affairs and Public Health, with responsibility for social integration) and Sabine Laruelle (Minister for SMEs, the self-employed, agriculture and science policy).
· EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH Joke Schauvliege 
The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Joke Schauvliege (Flemish Minister for Environment, Nature and Culture, President of the Environment Council).
DELEGATIONS

· REPORT BACK OF THE ENVI DELEGATION TO THE EUROPEAN FOOD SAFET AUTHORITY (EFSA), 23-25 June 2010
On 23-25 June 2010, the ENVI Committee visited the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) in Parma in order to learn about the latest developments affecting EFSA and, in particular, to examine and discuss the ways in which it is involved in the implementation of food and feed legislation. 

The delegation consisted of seven members. It was chaired by Mr Jo Leinen (S&D),and also included Mr Boguslaw Sonik (EPP), Mrs Esther De Lange (EPP), Mrs Dagmar Roth-Behrendt (S&D), Mrs Jutta Haug (S&D), Mr Vittorio Prodi (S&D) and Mrs Corinne Lepage (ALDE).

The discussions focussed on the organisation and tasks of EFSA and the latest developments and achievements of the Authority, independence and selection of experts, conflict of interests, health claims, GMOs, pesticides, new technologies, such as nano and cloned animals, food contact materials and novel food.

PRESENTATIONs
· Presentation of the Commission's proposal on GMOs
The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with John Dalli (Commissioner) on the Commission's proposal on GMOs.

Commissioner Dalli will present the new Commission's proposal on GMOs. This proposal should consist of a package including: 

- legislative proposal to amend Directive 2001/18 to introduce provisions allowing Member States to decide whether or not they want to cultivate GMOs on their territory,

- non-legislative measures, in particular new guidelines on the "coexistence" of GM and non-GM crops.
· PRESENTATION OF THE PROPOSAL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL OR EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMINAL COURT
The International Academy of Environmental Sciences (IAES) based in Venice (www.iaes.info) is currently undertaking a project concerning proposals for the creation of an International and European Environmental Court. 

The acting President of the IAES, Professor Antonino Abrami, will present the proposals to the Committee.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of June 21-22, 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:

· first reading report on the placing on the market and use of biocidal products;

· first reading report on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) (recast version);

· own initiative report on the Commission communication: A community approach on the prevention of natural and man made disasters.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN PLENARY

ENVI reports/resolutions that have been adopted by the European Parliament during the last part-session were the following:

 -
***II (A7-0152/2010) Kartika LIOTARD


Novel foods;

 - 
***II (A7-0145/2010) Holger KRAHMER


Industrial emissions (integrated pollution prevention and control) (recast);

 - ***II (A7-0149/2010) Satu HASSI

Obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market;
 - (A7-0191/2010) Jo LEINEN


Conclusion of the Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone Management to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean;
 - 
(A7-0203/2010) José Manuel FERNANDES


Commission Green Paper on the management of bio-waste in the European Union
eUROPEAN eNVIRONMENT aGENCY 

· EEA Annual report 2009 and Environmental statement 2010.

This report gives an overview/summary of EEA activities in 2009.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/annual-report-2009 
· The territorial dimension of environmental sustainability – Potential territorial indicators 
The EEA Technical report undertakes an analysis of the environmental dimensions of territorial cohesion and of related EU policies. It is intended to contribute to and support external processes including the European Commission's Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion, revision of the EU budget (e.g. regarding Cohesion Policy) and the work of ESPON (the European Spatial Planning Observation Network) on territorial indicator development. http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/the-territorial-dimension-of-environmental-sustainability
· How Europe's agriculture can boost biodiversity 

The EEA new short assessment examines Europe's efforts to strike a balance between producing sufficient food and maintaining agro-ecosystems that are rich in biodiversity above and below ground.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/how-europe2019s-agriculture-can-boost-biodiversity?&utm_campaign=how-europe2019s-agriculture-can-boost-biodiversity&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
· Take a look at your water environment 

What are the nutrient levels in your coastal waters or nearby lake? Do you live in an area where urban waste water treatment fails to meet the EU requirements? The EEA provides the answers through its interactive maps, which have been updated with new water quality data. 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/take-a-look-at-the?&utm_campaign=take-a-look-at-the&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
Date of next meeting:

Monday 6 September 2010, 19.00 – 20.30 (Strasbourg)
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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The Environment Committee website:
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