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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels

Monday 6 April 2010,
3.00 - 6.30 p.m.

Tuesday 7 April 2010, 
9.00-12.30 p.m. 

The Committee meeting will be webstreamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm

or on Europarltv: www.europarltv.europa.eu

Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:

http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm
LEGISLATIVE WORK

ENVIRONMENT

· The obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market
Co-decision, second reading (2008/0198(COD))

Consideration of draft recommendation for second reading
The ENVI committee will consider a draft recommendation for second reading on the obligations of operators who place timber and timber products on the market (Caroline Lucas (Greens/EFA), UK).

Illegal logging is a substantial and growing problem with serious environmental implications including the loss of biodiversity, deforestation and forest degradation. The Commission therefore proposed a regulation to support the fight against illegal logging. 

In order to strengthen the draft regulation to meet the objective of preventing the marketing of illegally harvested timber, the Rapporteur has, in her draft recommendation, re-tabled many of the key points from Parliament's first reading. She notably: 

· re-proposes an explicit statement that operators shall not place or make available on the market illegally harvested timber;

· maintains the requirement of a full due diligence system for operators who make available  timber/timber products on the market for the first time, and re-introduces the requirement that all operators in the supply chain should note and provide basic information about their products, their source and to whom they supply; 

· broadens Council's definition of "applicable legislation";

· re-proposes to specify more details on penalties;

· deletes the exemptions for recycled products and negligible risks introduced by the Council;
· reintroduces a centralized system at EU level to recognize monitoring organisations; 

· believes it is important to give the Commission authority to adopt delegated acts regarding details of due diligence systems, controls, checks and labelling.
Deadline for amendments: 8 April 2010
Vote in ENVI: 3-4 May 2010
Vote in plenary: July 2010
· Waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) (recast version)
Co-decision, first reading (2008/0241(COD))
Consideration of amendments

The ENVI committee will consider the amendments to the draft report on 'Waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) (recast version)' (Karl-Heinz Florenz (EPP, DE). 

The waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) Directive itself (Directive 2002/96/EC, adopted on 27 January 2003 and entered into force on 13 February 2003) foresees the possible revision of the Directive based on the experience of its application. The Directive also sets out for the Commission to propose new mandatory WEEE collection target by 31 December 2008 and new targets for recovery and re-use/recycling. 

The specific objectives of the review of the WEEE Directive are therefore:

· Reduced administrative costs through the removal of all unnecessary administrative burdens, without lowering the level of environmental protection.

· Improved effectiveness and implementation of the Directive through increased compliance and reduced free-riding.

· Reduced impacts on the environment from the collection, treatment and recovery of WEEE at the levels where the greatest net benefit to society results. 

Deadline for amendments: 10 March 2010
Vote in committee: 6 - 7 April 2010

Vote in plenary: May II 2010
· Restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment (recast version)

Co-decision, first reading (2008/0240(COD))
Consideration of amendments

The ENVI committee will consider the amendments to the draft report on the 'Restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment' (Jill EVANS (Greens/EFA, GB). 

The Commission's proposal is a recast of the RoHS Directive, which aims at eliminating certain hazardous substances from electrical and electronic equipment; where this is temporarily not possible, exemptions are granted. The proposal does not ban new substances. The main modifications in the Commission proposal are:

· Two new annexes describing the scope. Medical devices and control and monitoring instruments are included;
· Maximum concentration values for the banned substances; permission to use non-compliant spare parts is extended to equipment benefitting from an exemption when placed on the market, to prevent premature withdrawal of equipment from use;

· A mechanism for introducing new substance bans in line with the REACH methodology.

· A 4-year maximum validity period for the exemptions is set to stimulate substitution efforts, provide legal security and shift the burden of proof to the applicant, in line with REACH.

The key issues in the draft report by Ms Jill Evans are:

· The phasing out of brominated and chlorinated flame retardants as well as PVC and its hazardous additives;

· The open scope; 

· The differentiation between RoHS and REACH; 

· Modifications of the criteria for exemptions; 

· Criteria for deciding on the duration of an exemption/grace periods; 

· Co-decision for future restrictions instead of comitology.
Vote in committee: 4 May 2010
Vote in plenary: June 2010
FOOD SAFETY
· Novel foods (common procedure)
Co-decision, second reading (2008/0002(COD))
Consideration of draft recommendation for second reading
The ENVI committee will consider the draft recommendation for second reading on novel foods (Kartika Tamara Liotard, GUE/NGL, the Netherlands).
The draft revised Regulation lays down harmonised rules for the placing of 'Novel Foods' on the market of the Union with a view to ensuring a high level of protection of human life and health, animal health and welfare, the environment and the interests of consumers. 'Novel Food' means, in particular, food that was not used for human consumption to a significant degree within the Union before 15 May 1997, including food containing or consisting of engineered nanomaterials. 
It is highly controversial between Council and Parliament, whether foods derived from cloned animals and their descendants should also be covered by the scope of the Regulation. 

The rapporteur has reinserted almost all amendments from first reading in her draft recommendation.
Deadline for tabling amendments: 9 April 2010
Vote in ENVI: 3-4 May 2010
Vote in plenary: July 2010
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

· Report on the Commission communication on Action against Cancer: European Partnership
Adoption of draft own initiative report (2009/2103(INI))
The ENVI Committee will adopt an own initiative report (Alojz Peterle, EPP, Slovenia) on the Commission communication on 'Action against Cancer: European Partnership'.
At present, with more than 3 million new cases and 1.7 million deaths each year, cancer represents the second most important cause of death and morbidity in Europe. Currently one in three people in the EU will be diagnosed with cancer during their life-time and experts predict that the cancer burden will increase sharply due to the ageing population, unless urgent action to improve cancer control is taken now. The European Commission proposes a European Partnership for Action Against Cancer for the period 2009-2013, a new essay to join all the stakeholders to work together in the spirit of fruitful partnership.

The European Union has already agreed two important evidence-based instruments for prevention: the European Code Against Cancer which sets out a framework for encouraging healthy lifestyles in the general public and the Council Recommendations on screening for breast, cervical and colon cancer.

Vote in plenary: May I  2010
OPINIONs
· The European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and the role of macro-regions in the future cohesion policy
Adoption of draft opinion to own initiative report (2009/2230(INI))
The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to the Committee on Regional Development on the 'European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and the role of macro-regions in the future cohesion policy' (Anna Rosbach, EFD, Denmark).
The report concerns the Commission Communication and accompanying Action Plan on the EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region and the role of macro-regions in future EU cohesion policy. 

The ENVI opinion deals specifically with the environmental aspects of the Communication and Action Plan. It addresses the environmental problems affecting the Baltic Sea (eutrophication, deposit of hazardous substances on the seabed) and welcomes the Action Plan´s focus on environmental sustainability. The opinion also refers to the Nord Stream gas pipeline scheme and its negative environmental consequences and calls on all actors responsible for the Region (including the Commission and HELCOM - Helsinki Commission) to ensure a coordinated approach to tackling environmental issues.

Amendments have been tabled in areas including Nord Stream and the impact of other significant projects, implementation of the Strategy, nutrient loads, phosphates, and the deposit of chemical weapons on the seabed.

Vote in ENVI: 7 April

Vote in REGI: 26-28th April 

Vote in plenary: May 2010
· Community financial assistance with respect to the decommissioning of Units 1 to 4 of the Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant in Bulgaria “Kozloduy Programme”
Adoption of draft opinion (2009/0172(NLE))

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion (Antonyia Parvanova, ALDE, Bulgaria) to the industry, research and energy committee on the Community financial assistance with respect to the decommissioning of Units 1 to 4 of the Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant in Bulgaria “Kozloduy Programme”.
During the accession negotiations, Bulgaria committed itself to the closure of Units 1-2 of the Kozloduy nuclear power plant by the end of 2002, and to the closure of Units 3-4 by the end of 2006. The EU provided financial support in the amount of 210 million EUR for 2007-2009. The current proposal is to extend EU financial support with an additional 300 million EUR for 2010-2013.

The draft opinion, among others, (i) stresses that the loss of generating capacity due to the early closure of Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant Units 1 to 4 has led to a significant additional volume of greenhouse gas emissions which therefore necessitates additional CO2 reductions; (ii) puts further emphasis to encourage energy-saving measures and promote renewable energies; and (iii) calls for annual reporting, mid-term and ex-post evaluation, and compliance assessment by the Commission.

26 additional amendments were tabled. Part of these amendments support the Commission proposal and the draftswoman's position, and emphasise the need to reduce the socio-economic and environmental impact of the closure. The other group of amendments, while supporting the overall financial envelope, are of the view that instead of providing 120 million EUR (out of 300 million EUR) for mitigating measures and the promotion of energy efficiency, this 120 million EUR should assist the final disposal of irradiated fuel elements and radioactive waste, and more rapid expansion of capacity for the temporary dry storage which is required under final disposal.
Vote in ENVI: 7 April 2010
Vote in plenary: 28-29 April 2010
resolutions

· Commercial demonstration projects aimed at the environmentally safe capture and geological storage of CO2 as well as demonstration projects for innovative renewable energy technologies under the ETS

Consideration of draft motion for a resolution

Vote in ENVI: 26 to 28 April
Vote in plenary: May II

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

· Exchange of views with Janez Potočnik (Commissioner) 

On Wednesday morning at 11.00 a.m, the ENVI Committee will hold a structured dialogue with Commissioner Janez Potočnik on the European Commission's work programme 2010 and 2011.
DELEGATIONS

· Report Back From The Delegation To The Cites Cop15 In Doha
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of March 15-17, 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:

· Opinion by Mr Leinen to the JURI report on delegated and implementing acts;

· First reading report by Mr Mikolášik on standards of quality and safety of human organs intended for transplantation;

· Own-initiative report by Mr Prodi on the Commission White Paper on Climate Change Adaptation;

·  Own-initiative report by Mr Perello on the Action Plan on Organ Donation and Transplantation (2009-2015); 

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN PLENARY

ENVI reports/resolutions that have been adopted by the European Parliament during the last part-session were the following:

 - ***I (A7-0018/2010) LEINEN: Live animals and fresh meat: conditions for import into the Union 

- *** (A7-0009/2010) ROSBACH: Additional Protocol to the Cooperation Agreement for the Protection of the Coasts and Waters of the North-East Atlantic against Pollution 
- ***I (A7-0082/2009) DE BRUN: Animal health requirements applicable to the non-commercial movement of pet animals 

Information on the vote is available on Parliament’s “Plenary Sessions” website:
(http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/plenary.do?language=EN)

eUROPEAN eNVIRONMENT aGENCY 

· EEA Signals 2010 – providing environmental stories of interest to the wider public
The annual edition of Signals was launched by the EEA Executive Director Jacqueline McGlade on 24 March in Madrid in the presence of Spanish Minister of the Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs, Elena Espinosa.

Signals 2010 has an umbrella theme of Climate Change and Biodiversity and tells six stories about people and the environment they live in. These ‘eyewitnesses’ invite you on a journey to familiar and far flung places looking again at the foundations of life on earth — water, soil, air — as you go. Although their observations are personal and local, their plight is common and global. Signals will be particularly relevant throughout 2010 - International Year of Biodiversity, especially on May 22 – International Biodiversity Day and World Environment Day on June 5.

Signals will be available in all 26 EEA languages. Each MEP will receive a personal copy of Signals 2010 directly from the Publications Office of the European Union. In the meantime, the document can be found on the dedicated Signals web-page:
http://www.eea.europa.eu/signals
Dates of next meeting:

Date of next meeting:

Monday 26 April 2010, 15.00 - 18.30

Tuesday 27 April 2010, 09.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30
Thursday 28 April 2010, 09.00 – 12.30 
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.eu.int/dg2/envi/en/default.htm
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