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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels
Monday 27 September 2010, 15.00 - 18.30
Tuesday 28 September 2010, 9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30

The Committee meeting will be webstreamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
LEGISLATIVE WORK

HEALTH

· APPLICATION OF PATIENTS RIGHTS IN CROSS-BORDER HEALTH CARE

Co-decision, second reading (2008/0142(COD)

Consideration of Draft Recommendation for second reading
The ENVI committee will consider the draft recommendation on Application of Patients Rights In Cross-Border Health Care (Françoise Grossetête, EPP, France)
The Council adopted its Position at 1st Reading on 13 September 2010. It was officially announced in Plenary during the week 20-23 September 2010. Consequently, the second reading can start. 

The proposal on cross-border healthcare aims to ensure that there are no obstacles for a patient to seek healthcare in another Member State than his home country. It tries to provide sufficient clarity about patient's rights to be reimbursed while ensuring high-quality, safe and efficient cross-border healthcare. 

The Rapporteur has, in her draft recommendation, re-tabled many of the key points from Parliament's first reading, notably on: 

- 
prior authorisation

- 
information to patients and cooperation between national contact points

- 
practical aspects of paying for treatment abroad
- 
e-health
Deadline for amendments:
30 September 12.00 - Using AT4AM
Vote in ENVI:

27 October 2010
Vote in plenary:
January 2010
· Information on medicinal products subject to medical prescription (amendment of Regulation (EC) No 726/2004 and Directive 2001/83/EC)
Co-decision, first reading (2008/0255 and 0256 (COD))
Adoption of draft reports
The ENVI committee will adopt two draft reports on Information on medicinal products subject to medical prescription (amendment of Regulation (EC) No 726/2004 and Directive 2001/83/EC) (Christofer Fjellner, EPP, Sweden).
The "information to patients" proposals form part of the Pharmaceutical Package. Their objective is to allow pharmaceutical companies to provide non-promotional information to the general public on prescription-only medicines. 

The draft report proposes to change the focus of the proposal and emphasise the patients' right to get access to information instead of the opportunity for the pharmaceutical companies to provide information. To this end the rapporteur proposes to mandate the pharmaceutical companies to make available certain basic information such as the package leaflet, the summary of the product characteristics, and the publicly accessible version of the assessment report; and to allow the pharmaceutical companies to provide other non-promotional information. In order to protect patients from unsolicited information, the rapporteur proposes that information can not be made available in newspapers, magazines and similar publications. The draft report also emphasises the central role of the doctor-patient relation; and proposes to involve patients' organisations and health professionals into the issues related to the implementation and application of the directive and regulation.
Vote in ENVI:

28 September 2010

Vote in Plenary: 
December 2010 
ENVIRONMENT
· EMISSION PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR NEW LIGHT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Co-decision, first reading (2009/0173(COD)

Adoption of draft report
The ENVI committee will adopt the draft report on Emission Performance Standards for New Light Commercial Vehicles (Martin Callanan, ECR, United Kingdom).

The proposal is a follow-up of the Community Strategy to reduce CO2 emissions from Light duty vehicles and complements the Regulation on the emission reductions for passenger cars (Sacconi-report). It aims at  reducing the impact of LVC's by ensuring that the average specific emissions of new LVC's do not exceed 175 g CO2/km as from 2014 and 135 CO2 as from 2020.This target will be phased in gradually from 1 January 2014 onwards with full compliance of the new fleet from 2016.

The starting date for the CO2 emissions standard for light commercial vehicles is consistent with the timeframe of the adoption by the Commission of the proposal for a Regulation setting similar standards for passenger cars as of 2012. 

The proposal is built up very much in the same way as the regulation for passenger cars (Supercredits for zero-or low emission cars, fines in case of excess of the limits, pooling, phasing in, derogations for certain manufacturers, eco-innovation etc.)

The rapporteur has tabled 16 amendments aiming at setting a less strict long term target(150 Co 2/km in stead of 135grCO2 /km),creating some leeway for so-called completed vehicles (which of the intermediate manufacturers/suppliers carries the burden of Co2 compliance?) and the possibility to "pool" with passenger car divisions of the same manufacturer.
313 have been tabled by ENVI-members = 71 by ITRE and TRAN = 384 

There are Compromise amendments in the technical issues of comitology/delegated /implementing acts.

Vote in ENVI:

28 September 2010

Vote in Plenary: 
October II (still to be confirmed) 2010
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

ENVIRONMENT
· EU ACTION ON OIL EXPLORATION AND EXTRACTION IN EUROPE

Adoption of motion for a resolution 

In the light of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the the Committee will vote on the adoption of a motion for a resolution on oil exploration and extraction in Europe. The oral questions to the Commission and Council linked to the draft resolution were adopted in the Committee on 6th September. 
The draft resolution covers among others the following issues: 

- EU capacity for disaster response in the event of an oil spill in EU waters;

- the need for the Commission to examine potential weaknesses in the existing EU regulatory   framework, and in particular the Environmental Liability and SEVESO II Directives;

- protection of the marine and coastal environment and European marine biodiversity;

- strengthening of safety and security standards in EU oil platforms; and

- financial and liability questions including the possible introduction of compulsory EU-wide insurance.

Vote in ENVI:

28 September 

Vote in Plenary:
6-7 October
OPINIONs
· INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY IN THE CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE IMPERATIVES

Adoption of draft opinion to own initiative report (2010/2103 (INI)) 
The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to the Committee on International Trade (INTA) on international trade policy in the context of climate change imperatives (Jo Leinen, S&D, Germany).

The rapporteur for opinion wants the EU to emphasise the environmental and climate aspect whithin international trade agreements. Among others, he argues for the removal of tariffs on green technologies and climate-friendly products, the setting up of a global strategy for taxation of energy and greenhouse gas emissions and the inclusion of shipping into the ETS.

Deadline for amendments:
8 September 

Vote in ENVI:
28 September

Vote in INTA:
25-26 October

Vote in plenary
November (prior to Cancún)

EP's ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
· SIGNING OF THE RENEWAL OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

28 September - 15.00: 
The European Parliament's Environmental Policy will be signed by  Jerzy Buzek, President of the EP, and Klaus Welle, Secretary General.

ORAL QUESTONs 
· ORAL QUESTION N° 2010/09 ON TAR SANDS AND LAND USE CHANGES IN THE FUEL QUALITY DIRECTIVE

Exchange of views with Commission representatives
· The Commission's proposals under the Fuel Quality Directive (FQD) set default values for some unconventional fuels but today there is no default value for tar sands and oil shale. Under the FQD and in the absence of such a value, tar sands, which generate on average 3 to 5 times more greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) than conventional oil, will be treated the same as petrol or diesel with much lower default GHG values favouring increases in tar sands` future EU market share and leading to uncertainty over the actual GHG savings from FQD.
· In its public consultation documents, the Commission consulted Member States on several different approaches, one of which -the so-called "hybrid" approach- is already followed by the EC in assessing GHG emissions from biofuels. 
· In this context the Members ask the following questions:

· Why is the EC not considering the hybrid approach in assessing fossil fuels´ GHG emissions?

· Given the substantial GHG emissions of tar sands and the plethora of existing studies on their environmental character, why there is no value suggested by the EC?
Given the GHG and green carbon emissions associated with the direct land use changes of forests, is the EC planning to compute a land use change factor for tar sands and other fuel feedstocks?
· ORAL QUESTION N° 2010/10 ON THE NATIONAL EMISSION CEILINGS (NEC) DIRECTIVE AND LIMITING SUPLHUR IN MARINE FUELS
Exchange of views with Commission representatives
According to media reports the European Commission does not plan to revise EU air quality laws such as the National Emission Ceilings (NEC) Directive and a law limiting sulphur in marine fuels until 2013. 

The revision of the NEC directive was foreseen as part of the Thematic Strategy for Air quality adopted in 2006 and was scheduled for mid-2007 (originally for 2005). The revision of sulphur limits in marine fuels is also overdue and the EU is not on track to implement the sulphur limits agreed in IMO that have already been put in practice in the US and Canada. According to the authors of the question it has been shown that the benefits to health, the environment and the economy of a revised National Emissions Ceiling Directive (NEC) will significantly outweigh the costs involved. They state that air pollutants are estimated to cause close to half a million premature deaths each year in Europe as well as severe damage to the environment through eutrophication, acidification and ground-level ozone. The are of the opinion that without a revision of emissions legislation now, member states will continue breaching EU air quality standards.
The Question:

Is the Commission intending to postpone the revisions of the NEC and the marine fuel quality directive yet again, and if so, on what grounds?

· ORAL QUESTON No. 2010/11 ON THE REVISION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY DIRECTIVE 
Exchange of views with Commission representatives
The question specifically concerns the revision of the Environmental Liability Directive (ELD) in the context of offshore drilling extraction and injection practices in the EU. In this regard it is also linked to the draft motion for resolution and oral questions on oil exploration and extraction, currently being debated the Committee. 

The question refers to the ecological devastation caused by the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, and the significant risks posed by oil exploration and carbon capture and storage projects in the EU. 

The question also refers specifically to the lack of provision in the ELD regarding liability for environmental damage (in particular water and biodiversity damage) caused by offshore drilling extraction and injection practices. The Commission is asked whether review and revision of the ELD is foreseen to remedy these gaps.

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

· EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH commissioner GEORGIEVA, 
The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Commissioner Georgieva, Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid & Crisis Response, on the EU's disaster response capacity.
· EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH Commissioner DAMANAKI
The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Commissioner Damanaki, Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, on the reform of the common Fisheries Policy.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN PLENARY

ENVI reports/resolutions that have been adopted by the European Parliament during the last part-session were the following:

- 
(A7-0241/2010) Esther DE LANGE


motion for a resolution on the implementation of EU legislation aiming at the conservation of biodiversity
-
(A7-0227/2010) João FERREIRA

motion for a resolution on the Commission communication: A Community approach on the prevention of natural and man-made disasters

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE
At its meeting of September 6, 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:

· draft opinion and budgetary amendments on Parliament's position on the 2011 Draft Budget As Modified By The Council 
· draft motion for a resolution in view of COP 10 of Convention on Biological Diversity (Nagoya, Japan, 18-29 October 2010)
· questions for oral answer to the Commission and Council regarding EU action on oil exploration and extraction in Europe
· questions for oral answer regarding COP16 - United Nations Climate Change Conference in Cancún (29 November - 10 December 2010
 
NEWS FROM AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)
http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom
· Taking a closer look at Europe's renewable energy plans for 2020

Europe is committed to obtaining 20 % of its energy from renewable sources by 2020. But how is the responsibility for reaching this common target shared among EU countries? And how will individual countries achieve their targets? The European Environment Agency (EEA) provides answers to such questions via a database, which facilitates the comparison of figures across technologies and between Member States.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/take-a-closer-look-at?&utm_campaign=take-a-closer-look-at&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
Date of next meeting:

4 October 2010, 15.00 – 18.30 

5 October 2010, 9.00 – 12.30
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI

