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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Extraordinary meeting in Strasbourg
Monday 6 September 2010, 19.00 - 22.30
The Committee meeting will be web streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
· Convention on Biological Diversity (COP10) Nagoya, Japan 

 Adoption of motion for resolution
In view of the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP10) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Nagoya, Japan, 18 - 29 October 2010, it was decided to adopt oral questions accompanied by a motion for a resolution.
The draft motion for a resolution stresses the urgency to act and addresses the main topics of the forthcoming COP10:  

- Strategic Plan (Overall mission by 2020, Sub-targets by 2020);
- Access and Benefit Sharing (Adoption of a Protocol might be possible at COP10);
- Marine and Coastal Biodiversity;
- Protected areas;
- Biodiversity and Climate change;
- Biofuels;
- Financing;
- Synergies between the three Rio Conventions;
- Intergovernmental Science Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
Vote in plenary: 6-7 October 2010 
· COP 16 - UNITED NATIONS CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE IN CANCUN (29 november - 10 DECEMBER 2010)
Consideration of draft motion for a resolution and adoption of oral questions 
In view of the 16th Conference of the Parties (COP16) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to be held in Cancùn, Mexico, in December, the ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views on a draft resolution, which inter alia:

- indicates that concrete steps (decisions on financing, adaptation, forestry, technology transfer, monitoring, reporting and verification) should be agreed in Cancún, paving the way for concluding a comprehensive international post-2012 agreement in South Africa in 2011;

- urges all international partners, including the USA and China, to come up with more ambitious commitments/pledges;

- reiterates the need for the adoption of a domestic greenhouse gas reduction target for the European Union of 30% for 2020, when conditions are right.

Furthermore the Committee will adopt two oral questions (one to the Commission and one to the Council) on the concrete external actions they are planning to take in order to re-establish trust in the negotiations process.

Deadline for amendments:
9 September 

Vote in ENVI: 5 October

Vote in Plenary: November II 

· EU ACTION ON OIL EXPLORATION AND EXTRACTION IN EUROPE
Consideration of draft motion for a resolution and adoption of oral questions 

In the light of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the Committee, by way of a motion for a resolution and oral questions to the Commission and Council, will consider and debate the position regarding oil exploration and extraction in Europe. 

The draft resolution covers among others the following issues: 

- EU capacity for disaster response in the event of an oil spill in EU waters;

- The need for the Commission to examine potential weaknesses in the existing EU regulatory framework, and in particular the Environmental Liability and SEVESO II Directives;

- Protection of the marine and coastal environment and European marine biodiversity;

- Strengthening of safety and security standards in EU oil platforms and the introduction of a moratorium on deep sea drilling until such standards are secured across the EU; and

- Financial and liability questions including the possible introduction of compulsory EU-wide insurance.

Deadline for amendments:
8 September 
Vote in ENVI:
28 September 
Vote in Plenary:
6-7 October

OPINIONs

· Parliament's position on the 2011 Draft Budget as modified by the Council-Section III - Commission.
Adoption of draft opinion to draft budget 2011 (2010/2001(BUD)) and adoption of budgetary amendments
The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to the Budgets Committee on the 2011 draft budget as modified by the Council-section III - Commission (Jutta Haug, S&D, Germany) and adopt budgetary amendments.
The fight against Climate change and the efficient use of natural resources are two of the main priorities of the EU's strategy for 2020. The priority on climate action was also translated into the creation of a specific Directorate General dedicated to climate policy (mitigation and adaptation) - DG Climate Action (DG CLIMA) in February 2010. 

The Commission is proposing to increase the overall level of appropriations of the LIFE + programme to EUR 333,500 million, i.e. an increase of 8,68 % compared to 2010 budget levels.

The Health Programme (17 03 06) with EUR 45.7 million in commitment appropriations in 2010 and EUR 47.06 million proposed for 2011 aims to complement national policies, and to encourage co-operation between Member States, accession countries and international organisations. The overall amount foreseen for Public Health (17 03) of EUR 205.11 million represents a decrease of EUR 15.77 million compared to the 2010 Budget. The decrease is mainly related to the end of the Regulation foreseeing the financing of the Tobacco Fund -the information campaign against smoking. 
Deadline for budgetary amendments in BUDG: 8 September 2010
Vote in BUDG:
28-30 September 2010

Vote in Plenary:
October 2010
· INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY IN THE CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE IMPERATIVES
Consideration of draft opinion to own initiative report (2010/2103 (INI))

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to the Committee on International Trade (INTA) on international trade policy in the context of climate change imperatives (Jo Leinen, S&D, Germany).

ENVI has been granted the status of associated committee under rule 50. Both committees agreed that ENVI would be responsible for the environmental policy context of the report, in particular concerning the reduction of greenhouse gases and in relation to measures having an impact on international climate change policies and future international climate change negotiations. INTA would be responsible for the parts of the report relating to the possible international trade mechanisms which would be used to further climate change objectives. 
The rapporteur for opinion wants the EU to emphasise the environmental and climate aspect within international trade agreements. Among others, he argues for the removal of tariffs on green technologies and climate-friendly products, the setting up of a global strategy for taxation of energy and greenhouse gas emissions and the inclusion of shipping into the ETS.

Deadline for amendments:
8 September 

Vote in ENVI:
28 September
Vote in INTA:
25-26 October
Vote in plenary
November (prior to Cancún)

· Revision of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan
Consideration of draft opinion to own initiative report (2010/2107 (INI))

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to the Committee on Industry, Research and Industry (ITRE) on the revision of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan (Peter Liese, EPP, Germany).

The 2007 Spring Council set the target to achieve a 20% reduction in energy consumption by 2010; this target was further reaffirmed and made one of the headline targets of the EU-2020 Strategy. In 2006 the Commission adopted the Action Plan for Energy Efficiency, which is to be revised still this year. 

ITRE Committee is preparing a "genuine" non-legislative report (without any Commission document as a basis) with the aim to influence the content of the revised Action Plan.

The ENVI draft opinion, among others, calls for a legislative proposal for energy efficiency introducing short and long term binding targets for energy efficiency; and also calls for recasting the Energy Services Directive.

Deadline for amendments:
8 September 2010, 12h00 (noon)

Vote in ENVI:
5 October 2010

Vote in ITRE:
26 October 2010

Vote in Plenary:
November-II 2010

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of July 13-14, 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:
· Own initiative report on the implementation of EU legislation aiming at the conservation of biodiversity;
· Questions for oral answer to the Commission and Council regarding EU strategic objectives for the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 10) in Nagoya, Japan
AGENCIES
ENVI is the Committee responsible for the following Agencies. (Below you will find a link to their respective latest news): 
European Environment Agency (EEA)

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
Date of next meeting:

27 September 2010, 15.00-18.30 (Brussels)

28 September 2010, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)
29 September 2010, 9.00 – 12.30 (Brussels)
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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