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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels
Wednesday 27 October 2010, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30

Thursday 28 October 2010, 9.00 – 12.30

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
LEGISLATIVE WORK

HEALTH                  
· APPLICATION OF PATIENTS' RIGHTS IN CROSS-BORDER HEALTH CARE  
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Co-decision (2008/0142(COD)

Adoption of draft recommendation for second reading 
The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft recommendation for second reading on the application of patients' rights in cross-border health care (Françoise Grossetête, EPP, France).
The Council adopted its position at first reading on 13 September 2010. It was officially announced in plenary during the week of 20-23 September 2010. 

The proposal on cross-border healthcare aims to ensure that there are no obstacles for a patient to seek healthcare in another Member State than his home country. It tries to provide sufficient clarity about patient's rights to be reimbursed while ensuring high-quality, safe and efficient cross-border healthcare. 

As the Council did not take on board many amendments of the Parliament in its common position, the Rapporteur has in her draft recommendation re-tabled many of the key points from Parliament's first reading, notably on prior authorisation, information to patients and cooperation between national contact points, practical aspects of paying for treatment abroad and e-health.
Vote in Plenary:


January  2011
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

ENVIRONMENT

· Beyond GDP - Measuring progress in a changing world 

Consideration of draft report (2010/2088 (INI)) 

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft report titled 'Beyond GDP - Measuring progress in a changing world' (Anna Rosbach, EFD, Denmark).
The Commission Communication on "Beyond GDP" aims at improving the current situation regarding indicators for policy debates, decisions and evaluations which are mainly based on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, by design and purpose, it cannot be relied upon to inform policy debates on all issues. Critically, GDP does not measure environmental sustainability or social inclusion and these limitations need to be taken into account when using it in policy analysis and debates. 

The Commission proposes a number of measures aiming at improving the current situation, such as complementing GDP with environmental and social indicators, near real-time information for decision-making, more accurate reporting on distribution and inequalities, developing an European Sustainable Development Scoreboard and extending national accounts to environmental and social issues.

In principle, the rapporteur supports the overall objective of the Commission approach although the proposed measures are found to be partially vague or unclear. The rapporteur suggests developing a tiered "Beyond GDP strategy" which should describe the path how and for which areas the "Beyond GDP approach" can be made practically available for the day-to-day political work. 
Deadline for amendments:
8 November 2010 Vote in ENVI: 
30 November 2010

Vote in Plenary: January 2011

HEALTH

· A European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias 

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft report on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias (Marisa Matias, GUE/NGL, Portugal).

According to the figures presented by patients' associations, every year 1.4 million citizens living in Europe develop some type of dementia. A new case is diagnosed every 24 seconds. Almost one in 20 people over the age of 65 and one in five over 80 suffer from dementia. It is estimated that more than 8 million Europeans aged between 30 and 99 suffer from neurodegenerative diseases, and scientists anticipate that this number could double every 20 years. Alzheimer's disease is responsible for more than half of these cases. It is significant that only 3% of people diagnosed have survived for more than 40 years after receiving their diagnosis. In addition to the above figures, emphasis should be placed on the inequalities that remain as regards access to diagnosis and treatment, not only between countries but also within them.
Deadline for amendments:8 November 2010
Vote in ENVI:
1 December 2010
Vote in Plenary: 
January 2011
OPINIONs

· GUARANTEEING INDEPENDENT IMPACT ASSESSMENTS
Adoption of draft opinion to own initiative report (2010/2016 (INI)) 

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to the Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI) on guaranteeing independent impact assessments (Martin Callanan, ECR, UK).

The purpose of this JURI-led report is to examine the current impact assessment system in the context of the formulation of EU legislative proposals. The report will examine in particular whether the existing Impact Assessment Board (IAB) established by the Commission President, ensures an independent process. 

The draft opinion proposes several changes to the structure of the IAB and a right for the Board to propose to Parliament to reject any legislative proposals containing an inadequate impact assessment. The draft opinion also recommends a scrutiny role for the Court of Auditors in the appointment of IAB members. 

The draft opinion also calls for greater stakeholder involvement in the drawing up of impact assessments and for routine inclusion in impact assessments of the environmental impacts of legislative proposals. It also emphasises the need for Parliament´s Committees to comply with the inter-institutionally agreed approach to impact assessment and to undertake reviews of assessments where necessary during the legislative process. 

The amendments cover inter alia the structure and powers of the independent impact assessment board, the content of cost-benefit analyses, political freedom to legislate and independence as a concept within environmental impact assessment procedures.

Vote in JURI:
December 2010

Vote in Plenary:
January 2011

· RECOGNITION OF AGRICULTURE AS A STRATEGIC SECTOR IN THE CONTEXT OF FOOD SECURITY
Consideration of draft opinion to own initiative report (2010/2112 (INI)) 

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to the Committee on Agriculture (AGRI) on recognition of agriculture as a strategic sector in the context of food security (Sergio Berlato, PPE, Italy).

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development has decided to draw up an own-initiative report in view of the expected increase in the world population over the coming decades and the need to adapt food production while facing strong price fluctuations. The report strives to seek recognition from the EU for agriculture to be considered as a strategic secure to ensure worldwide food security.

The draftsman for the ENVI-opinion, Mr Berlato, affirms the importance of guaranteeing European and global food security and wants agricultural products to be economically accessible to all consumers. He furthermore claims that the control on food safety must not be undermined by the economic crisis but ameliorated and strengthened. He underlines the need to reconcile agriculture productivity and conservation of biodiversity.

Deadline for amendments:
8 November 2010

Vote in ENVI:
30 November 2010

Vote in AGRI:
01 December 2010

Vote in plenary:
January 2011
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ORAL QUESTiONs 

· Oral question No. 2010/12 by Linda McAvan and Theodoros Skylakakis on the Phase-out of HFC-23

Exchange of views with Commission representatives and briefing on the MOP22 of the Montreal Protocol
Bearing in mind a recently identified misuse of the HFC-23 credits through the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), the authors of the oral question would like to know whether the Commission plans to act towards an immediate ban of the use of these false credits in the current ETS, beyond the actions undertaken for the post-2012 ETS period. They furthermore enquire whether the Commission is exploring ways to obtain/promote such an immediate ban through the successful Montreal Protocol rather than flexible mechanisms as part of the Kyoto Protocol. Finally they would like to know the Commission's position on the phase-out of HFC-23 as a by-product emission of the production of HCFC-22. 

The Commission will also provide a briefing on the main negotiation issues of the MOP22 of the Montreal Protocol to be held in Kampala, Uganda in November 2010. 

other business
· Exchange of views with Marc Sprenger (Director of ECDC)
The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Marc Sprenger. Dr. Sprenger, Director of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, will present the working programme of the Agency for next year. This will draw the particular interest of the Members having regard to the recent developments concerning the H1N1 influenza question and the INI report by Ms Rivasi which is in the making and the somewhat critical remarks Members made during the hearing with Dr. Sprenger.
· OFFICIAL CONTROLS IN THE MEMBER STATES ON FOOD SAFETY, ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE AND PLANT HEALTH

Presentation and exchange of views with Commission representatives
Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 (the "Feed and Food Controls Regulation")  requires Member States to submit to the Commission each year a report on the implementation of their multi-annual national control plans established in compliance  with Article 41 of the Regulation.

 The Regulation requires also that the Commission draws up and submits to the Parliament and the Council an annual report on the overall operation of controls in the Member States in the light of the annual reports submitted by the Member States, EU audits carried out in the Member States and any other relevant information.

The main purpose of the report is to provide an overview of the way competent authorities in the Member States carry out official controls to verify compliance with food law legislation (in the broadest sense, including not only food and feed safety but also animal health and welfare and - to some extent - plant health).

· REPROCESSING OF MEDICAL DEVICES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION
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 Presentation and exchange of views with Commission representatives
In accordance with article 12a of Council Directive 93/42/EEC of 14 June 1993
 the European Commission draw up a report on the reprocessing of medical devices in the European Union (COM(2010)0443). The report assesses in further detail the public health, ethical, liability, economic and environmental aspects of the reprocessing of single use medical devices.

The reprocessing of a medical device, for the purpose of this report, includes steps needed such as routine maintenance, disassembly, cleaning, disinfection and/or sterilisation to allow safe reuse. 

The report concludes inter alia that in the absence of quantitative data, it is not possible to quantify the risk associated with the use of reprocessed single use medical device. The number of documented incidents is very small, although it can be speculated that the reporting of incidents is incomplete. Regarding adverse events there may be a “grey” area for which the recognition and reporting of incidents is difficult. In addition, long-term effects may not be identified and attributed to the use of reprocessed medical devices.

Three major hazards were however identified i.e. a remaining contamination, the persistence of chemical substances used during the reprocessing process and the alterations in the performance of the single use medical devices due to the reprocessing.
· development, validation and legal acceptance of alternative methods to animal tests in the field of cosmetics (2008)

Presentation and exchange of views with Commission representatives
The present report (COM 2010(480)) reflects the state of play in terms of the number and type of experiments on animals carried out for the safety of cosmetic products in 2007 and 2008, the current status of alternative replacement methods, and the acceptance and recognition of alternative methods at international level. According to the information submitted by the 27 Member States, cosmetic ingredients have only been tested on animals in the territories of France and Spain. The latter provided detailed information, including the testing period, the toxicological endpoint, species and number of animals used for testing. In total, 1818 animals in 2007 and 1510 animals in 2008 were used in tests carried out in relation to the safety of cosmetic ingredients. The other 25 Member States reported that no such animal tests where performed in their territory in 2007/2008 or that they cannot provide the information.

The ban on the testing of finished cosmetic products has been in force since 11 September 2004, whereas the ban on testing ingredients or combinations of ingredients applies since 11 March 2009 for all human health effects with the exception of repeated-dose toxicity, reproductive toxicity and toxicokinetics. For the latter endpoints the marketing ban will apply as of 11 March 2013, regardless of the availability of alternative non-animal tests. The replacement of animal test methods by alternative methods in relation to complex toxicological endpoints remains scientifically difficult, despite the significant additional efforts that have been launched at various levels. The situation will be thoroughly analysed during the preparation of the study required under the Cosmetics Directive for 2011.
· advisability and feasibility of presenting a legislative proposal enabling EFSA to receive fees

Presentation and exchange of views with Commission representatives
The current report (COM 2010 (496)) states the Commission's position on the advisability and feasibility of presenting a proposal establishing fees for EFSA in accordance with Regulation (EC) N° 178/2002. The Commission intends to launch an impact assessment which will take into account the results of the Member States', stakeholders' and EFSA's comments and the observations and remarks highlighted in this report. The assessment will also look at other EU policy areas as well as practices of other EU regulatory agencies.


In preparation of this report, the Commission, in 2007, launched a web consultation and organised meetings with Member States in the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health and with stakeholders. The analysis of the contributions shows that while the majority of Member States are not, in principle, against a fee-system, they point out its complexity in the food sector given that most authorisations delivered in the food sector are generic and benefit the whole sector. Industry (both producers and users), farmers and consumer organisations, however, are generally opposed to a fee-based system.

· Workshop on A European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias European Partnership

The ENVI Committee will hold a workshop on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.  The Workshop will be followed by the consideration of the draft report on the same subject (see above).
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN PLENARY

ENVI reports/resolutions that have been adopted by the European Parliament during the last part-session were the following:

-
motion for a resolution on EU action on oil exploration and extraction in Europe;
-
motion for a resolution on the EU strategic objectives for the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to be held in Nagoya (Japan) from 18 to 29 October 2010.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of 4-5 of October 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:

· its opinion (LIESE) to the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) on the Revision of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan; 

· a motion for a resolution on COP 16 - United Nations climate change conference in Cancún (29 November - 10 December 2010).
NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom
· Biodiversity beyond 2010: deciding the way ahead 


World leaders and policymakers are gathering at a major conference in Japan to debate how to halt global biodiversity loss. At this 10th Conference of the Parties (COP-10), the European Environment Agency is presenting its assessments on Europe’s biodiversity, including the EU 2010 Biodiversity Baseline.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/biodiversity-beyond-2010-deciding-the?&utm_campaign=biodiversity-beyond-2010-deciding-the&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
Date of next meeting:

9 November 2010 (Brussels)
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The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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