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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels
Monday, 17 October 2011, 15.00 – 18.30

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
OPINIONS

· How to avoid food wastage: strategies for a more efficient food chain in the EU
Consideration of draft opinion 2011/2175(INI) 

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to AGRI on "How to avoid food wastage: strategies for a more efficient food chain in the EU" (Anna Rosbach, ECR, Denmark). 
40 to 50 % of all food is wasted in the world but the picture is very different: in the developed world food wastage occurs at the distribution and the end-consumption stages whereas in the developing world the wastage occurs in the production, harvest and post- harvesting stages.

The rapporteur in her opinion

- favours a policy aiming at avoiding food waste, 

- points out that in the distribution and end -consumption stages improving practices and behaviour is the only way forward since it falls outside the scope of legislation,

- refers to a previous report by Mr Fernandes on bio-waste who asked the Commission to come forward with special legislation in this field,

- favours also the option for food waste to be turned into energy.

Deadline AM:
19 October 2011, 12.00
Vote in ENVI:

22 November 2011

Vote in AGRI:

23 November 2011
Oral question

· EU subsidies for polluting and unsustainable practices 
Adoption of question for oral answer

A study recently commissioned by the ENVI Committee has highlighted the negative impacts on the environment of key budget items in several EU sectoral policies (including agriculture, cohesion policy, transport, energy and fisheries). The study, from February 2011, suggests that the EU institutions should assess in-depth the direct and indirect effects of the current EU subsidy framework. The question is centred on:

- the state of play of the Commission's work in carrying out a full environmentally harmful subsidies reform tool analysis of the critical budget titles; and

- the Commission's timetable for proposals to remove unsustainable elements from the EU budget. 
EXCHANGES OF VIEWS

· Exchange of views with Jacqueline McGlade (Executive Director of the European Environment Agency)
Annual exchange of views

The EEA Executive director is invited to present the main achievements and activities of the Agency during 2011 as well as the work programme ahead. Possible topics could include:

· EEA’s work on mitigating greenhouse gas emissions 
· new tasks to be taken over by the EEA, underpinning the implementation of the EU’s climate and energy legislation

· EEA support to EP on framing 7th EAP based on SOER2010 and other findings 

· EEA support to EP on Resource efficiency indicators

· EEA support to EP on biodiversity

· EEA participation to Rio+20
· The consequences of the EHEC outbreak in terms of health and food safety
Exchange of views with Commission representatives
The recent EHEC outbreak has shown some weaknesses in our system to detect and quickly react to an infectious disease with fatal consequences.

Ms Harms and Ms Hassi on behalf of the Green Group in the European Parliament have asked for this point to be put on the agenda in order to analyse with DG SANCO the lessons to be learnt from this outbreak and how to avoid such cases in the future.
PRESENTATION

· Limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds due to the use of organic solvents in certain paints and varnishes and vehicle refinishing products
Presentation by the Commission

The Commission is invited to present its latest report on the implementation of the Directive 2004/42/EC ("Paints Directive") in Member States (covering 2007). The purpose of this Directive is to reduce air pollution resulting from the contribution of volatile organic compounds (VOC) to the formation of ground-level ozone. The report considers the Paint Directive in the context of the overall VOC emission reduction objective by 2020 of the Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution COM(2005)446. It is concluded that a strength-ening of the existing VOC emission reduction measures seems not to be required and amending scope or limits of the Paints Directive are currently not justified.

A report of the European Environmental Agency (EEA, 6 June 2011) states, on the other hand, "More efforts required to reduce ozone pollution in Europe: Ground-level ozone is one of the most harmful air pollutants in Europe today. [...] in 2010 levels continued to exceed the long-term objective established in EU legislation to protect human health. EU Member States will also face difficulties in meeting the target value, applicable as of 2010."
IMPLEMENTATION OF EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION

 

ENVI traditionally holds implementation sessions to address topical implementation problems in the field of the environment. They are an occasion to raise special issues with the Commission concerning the application of EU legislation in one or more Member States or to point out problems with the implementation of specific directives or regulations/ in specific fields of environmental legislation across the EU. 5 questions have been tabled concerning landfills in Greece, waste in Campania and problems with Natura 2000 in Austria and Bulgaria.

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of 3-5 October 2011 the ENVI Committee adopted:
· recommendation for second reading as regards the Waste electrical and electronic equipment;
· recommendation for second reading as regards the placing on the market and use of biocidal products;
· report as regards the control of major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances;

· opinion to PECH on Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 302/2009 concerning a multiannual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean;

· opinion to IMCO on the Implementation of the Professional Qualifications Directive;

· motion for resolution on the public health threat of antimicrobial resistance.
NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES
European Environment Agency (EEA)

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom
EU greenhouse gas emissions estimated to increase in 2010, but long-term decrease expected to continue

The European Union remains well on track to achieve its Kyoto Protocol target for reducing greenhouse gas emissions despite a 2.4 % emissions increase in 2010, according to first estimates by the European Environment Agency (EEA). The 2010 increase follows a 7 % drop in 2009, largely due to the economic recession and growth of renewable energy generation. Read more at:

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom/newsreleases/eu-greenhouse-gas-emissions-estimated?&utm_campaign=eu-greenhouse-gas-emissions-estimated&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
Date of next meeting:
27 October 2011, 9.00 – 12.00 (Strasbourg)
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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