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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Strasbourg
Wednesday, 26 October 2011, 9.00 – 12.00 
The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
OPINIONS

· The Mid-term review of the European strategy 2007-2012 on health and safety at work
Adoption of draft opinion 2011/2147(INI)
The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to EMPL on the mid-term review of the European strategy 2007-2012 on health and safety at work (Karin Kadenbach, S&D, Austria).
The European Commission adopted in February 2007 the Communication "Improving quality and productivity at work: Community strategy 2007-2012 on safety and health at work". The strategy provides a political framework for the improvement of occupational safety and health (OSH) at both national and European level and a roadmap for stakeholders to play their role in the implementation of the objectives identified by the strategy. 

The Strategy has entered its second half period of life in 2010. A mid-term evaluation has become necessary in order to take stock of the achievements, re-examine the policy orientations in the face of a changing economic and social environment and eventually set out proposals for the future of the strategy.

49 amendments have been tabled.
Vote in EMPL:
23 November2011
· Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area – Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system
Adoption of draft opinion 2011/2096(INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to TRAN on the roadmap to a Single European Transport Area – Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system (Bogusław Sonik, PPE, Poland).

A single European Transport area with a well functioning modal split between the different transport modes and a swift transition onto new technologies in transport are vital for our health and for a reduced dependency on fossil fuels.

However, the rapporteur asks to take into account that the situation can be different from one Member State to another and warns that in the future we will face still unmet transport needs. 
62 amendments have been tabled, nearly all pointing into the direction of a better modal split, a stronger emphasis on environment-friendly transport, an internalisation of  external costs in all transport modes and financial support for the necessary infrastructure.

Vote in TRAN:
22 November 2011
· Towards a space strategy for the European Union that benefits its citizens

Adoption of draft opinion 2011/2148(INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to ITRE's own initiative report "Towards a space strategy for the European Union that benefits its citizens" (Salvatore Tatarella, PPE, Italy).
The opinion stresses the importance of GMES, the Earth observation system which can provide easily accessible information at the global level, acquiring and analysing information and extracting precise and useful data for those involved in civil protection following earthquakes, tsunamis or environmental disasters. It observes that, in light of the ‘Europe 2020’ objectives, GMES is an essential resource in combating climate change at the global level. The aim is to include the GMES programme in the European budget, enabling Europe to commit to achieving the space programme objectives while respecting all the ‘2020’ objectives, among them combating climate change. Moreover, the opinion underlines the importance of the space programmes Galileo and EGNOS, which are key to optimising the application of the space policy to transport so as to benefit European citizens, calling for a speedy development of these programmes in order to harmonise the European single market.
In total, 33 amendments have been submitted to further reinforce environmental aspects of the European space strategy.
Vote in ITRE:

23 November 2011

Vote in Plenary:
December 2011
· Energy efficiency, repealing Directives 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC
Consideration of draft opinion 2011/0172(COD) 
The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to ITRE on energy efficiency, repealing Directives 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC (Peter Liese, PPE, Germany).
The proposed Directive seeks to establish a common framework for the promotion of energy efficiency within the EU, in order to ensure the achievement of the target of 20% primary energy savings by 2020 and to prepare for further improvements beyond that date. Energy efficiency is seen as the most cost-effective way to increase security of supply and an effective way to reduce green house gases emmissions and thereby mitigate climate change. 
The proposal puts forward a set of measures, addressing energy efficiency targets (to be set by Member States and to be reviewed in 2014), efficiency in energy use (public buildings and procurement, obligation schemes for achieving energy savings, energy audits, metering and billing requirements) and efficiency in energy supply (national heating and cooling plans and requirements on installations, energy efficiency data inventory for installations combusting fuels or refining mineral oil and gas, requirements on grid access). 
In the ENVI draft opinion, the rapporteur proposes to strengthen the Commission's two-step approach on national energy efficiency targets, in particular by specifying the methodology for their calculation and by calling for national energy efficiency plans. In addition, he suggests to put more emphasis  on incentives for achieving energy efficiency and, accordingly, to rename the planned energy savings obligation schemes energy savings support systems.
Deadline AM:
28 October 2011, 12.00
Vote in ENVI:

22 November 2011

Vote in ITRE:

20 December 2011

Vote in Plenary:
April 2012

· Amending Council Directive 2003/96/EC restructuring the Community framework for the taxation of energy products and electricity
Consideration of draft opinion 2011/0092(CNS)
The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to ECON on amending Council Directive 2003/96/EC restructuring the Community framework for the taxation of energy products and electricity (Kathleen Van Brempt, S&D, Belgium).

The proposal seeks to revise the current Energy Taxation Directive mainly by introducing CO2-related and energy content based components in the minimum taxation rate of energy products. The aim is to ensure a higher degree of consistency in the way energy taxes contribute to less and cleaner energy consumption in the EU. Objectives include (i) a consistent treatment of energy sources in order to treat consumers equitably independent of the energy source used, (ii) an adapted framework for taxation of renewable energies, and (iii) a framework for the use of CO2-taxation in order to complement carbon pricing through the Emissions Trading Scheme while avoiding overlaps between these approaches.
In the ENVI draft opinion, the rapporteur suggests to amend the proposal in order to strengthen it. In particular different means of private transport should be treated equally (including air and maritime transport), exemptions for agriculture and forestry be phased out and the taxation of biofuels and bioliquids be linked progressively to their green house gas emission savings. Moreover, the minimum levels of CO2 taxation should be aligned with the ETS carbon price.   

Deadline AM:
7 November 2011, 18.00

Vote in ENVI:
20 December 2011
Vote in ECON:
24 January 2012

Vote in Plenary: March 2012
RESOLUTION

· United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 17) in Durban South Africa
Adoption of motion for a resolution further to a question for oral answer
From 28 November - 9 December 2011, the 17th Conference of the Parties (COP 17) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will be held in Durban, South Africa. 
The draft resolution contains inter alia the following points:

- recognition of the key objectives for COP 17, including agreement on a second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol and comparable progress under the Convention track to secure a post-2012 international legally-binding agreement that meets the 2ºC objective;

- further implementation of the Cancún Agreements, including the establishment of a peak date for global emissions and global emissions reduction goal for 2050, and bringing into operation the Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Committee and development of the Technology Mechanism.

It also covers, financing, EU climate diplomacy, land-use, land-use change and forestry, maritime transport and international aviation, and REDD+. 

Vote in Plenary:
November 2011

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of 17 October 2011 the ENVI Committee adopted an oral question on EU subsidies for polluting and unsustainable practices.
NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom
Building better environmental policy by looking into the future 
A new report from the European Environment Agency (EEA), entitled "Blossom- Bridging long-term scenario and strategy analysis; organisation and methods"  summarises the results of a three-year project, that examined to what extent foresight studies underpinned environmental policies in 12 EU Member States. It shows several successful examples of how European countries are giving increasing attention to using long term approaches, such as scenario building, when formulating environmental policies

Read more http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/building-better-environmental-policy-by?&utm_campaign=building-better-environmental-policy-by&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
Date of next meeting:
7 November 2011, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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