Number 8/2010


Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels

Monday 21 June 2010, 15.00 - 18.30
Tuesday 22 June 2010, 09.00 – 12.30 and 15.00-18.30
The Committee meeting will be web streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
LEGISLATIVE WORK

ENVIRONMENT
· THE PLACING ON THE MARKET AND USE OF BIOCIDAL PRODUCTS
Co-decision, first reading (2009/0076(COD)) 
Adoption of draft report
The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report on the placing on the market and use of biocidal products (Christa Klaß (PPE), Germany).

The placing on the market of biocidal products is currently governed by Directive 98/8. The new proposal aims at reforming the current system by (i) extending the scope to cover materials and articles treated with biocidal products; (ii) introducing EU-wide authorisation for low-risk biocidal products and products based on new active substances; (iii) aligning data requirements to the actual need of the evaluating authorities; (iv) minimising animal testing and sharing animal test results; (v) extending the role of ECHA; and (vi) turning the Directive into a Regulation thus ensuring uniform application of the rules throughout the EU. The total number of amendments is 827. 
Two compromise amendments and one consolidated amendment have been agreed upon concerning Article 5 (exclusion criteria), Article 83 ("free-riders"), and Article 33 (scope of Community authorisation).

Vote in ENVI: 22 June, 2010
Vote in Plenary: September I, 2010

· WASTE ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT (WEEE) (RECAST VERSION)
Co-decision, first reading (2008/0241(COD))
Adoption of draft report
The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) (recast version) (Karl-Heinz Florenz (PPE), Germany).
The waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) Directive itself (Directive 2002/96/EC, adopted on 27 January 2003 and entered into force on 13 February 2003) foresees the possible revision of the Directive based on the experience of its application. The Directive also sets out for the Commission to propose new mandatory WEEE collection target by 31 December 2008 and new targets for recovery and re-use/recycling. 
The specific objectives of the review (recast) of the WEEE Directive are therefore:

- Reduced administrative costs through the removal of all unnecessary administrative burdens, without lowering the level of environmental protection.
- Improved effectiveness and implementation of the Directive through increased compliance and reduced free-riding.

- Reduced impacts on the environment from the collection, treatment and recovery of WEEE at the levels where the greatest net benefit to society results. 
In total 273 amendments have been tabled. Six compromise/consolidated amendments have been submitted on scope, photovoltaic, the collection target, standards, reuse targets and the collection of very small volume waste. 

Vote in Plenary: October 2010
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

· A community approach on the prevention of natural and man made disasters

Own-Initiative report 2009/2153(INI))
Adoption of draft own initiative report 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft own initiative report on the Commission communication: A community approach on the prevention of natural and man made disasters (João Ferreira (GUE/NGL), Portugal).

The Communication by the Commission sets the ground for the preparation of an overall European disaster prevention framework. Short-term actions proposed by the Commission include, among others, creating an inventory of information on disasters; spreading best practices; developing guidelines on hazard/risk mapping; encouraging research activities; focusing more on training and awareness-raising, reinforcing early warning tools; targeting Community funding; and taking account of disaster prevention in the preparation and review of Community legislation.

In his draft report, the rapporteur focuses on prevention only. While underlining the importance of solidarity between Member States, he emphasises the role of national, regional and local authorities in the prevention and management of disasters. The rapporteur, among other, also stresses the need to create a suitable financial instrument for disaster prevention and indicates some priorities; he calls for specific measures concerning forest protection and fire prevention.

72 amendments have been tabled in ENVI.

The rapporteur proposed 21 compromise/ consolidated amendments to avoid redundancies and repetition and also to partly cover the 3 opinions given by AGRI, REGI and LIBE.
Vote in Plenary: September II, 2010

· REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EU LEGISLATION AIMING AT THE CONSERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY

Own-Initiative report 2009/2108(INI))
Consideration of amendments of draft own initiative report 

The ENVI committee will consider amendments of a draft own initiative report on the implementation of EU legislation aiming at the conservation of biodiversity (Esther de Lange, PPE, Netherlands).

The rapporteur regrets that the target of halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 has not been met and asks for the future strategy until 2020 to pursue option 4 as proposed by the Commission in its document on the options for an EU vision and target for biodiversity beyond 2010.

The rapporteur asks the Commission to pay special attention to the problems Member States have to face when it comes to the implementation of the Habitats- and Birds -Directives. Several (also legal) incoherences have been noticed and the need for flexibility for those in charge of the implementation of this legislation. 

The need for financing biodiversity in the form of rewarding those who keep the system in the right shape to provide the necessary ecosystem services, a public good, is very important.

Finally the integration of the biodiversity targets onto other policy areas requires a special effort which should be shared by all sectors.

194 amendments have been tabled by ENVI, 22 by PECH and 15 by PETI.
Vote in ENVI: 14 July 2010
Vote in Plenary: September 2010
oral questions
· ORAL QUESTON N° 2010/06 By Chris Davies and Corinne Lepage ON THE FUEL QUALITY DIRECTIVE - IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES UNDER ARTICLE 7a - TAR SANDS

Exchange of views with Commission 
In December 2008 the EU adopted the revised Fuel Quality Directive (Rapporteur Dorette Corbey (PSE)), which requests transport fuel suppliers to cut the carbon footprint of their products by 6% in 2020. Oil companies are increasingly investing in the extraction of unconventional oils, such as tar sands. Mr Davies and Ms Lepage state that the extraction and processing of tar sands show a significantly higher carbon intensity.

In the Commission's public consultation document of July 2009 on the implementation of Article 7a, Annex I proposed a specific default value for tar sands of 107g CO2/MJ. This value rightly reflects the higher energy intensive production methods for tar sands, and the higher CO2 emissions than processing of conventional oil. Independent scientific studies have shown that CO2 emissions from tar sands' production are around 3 times higher than production of conventional oil. From a total lifecycle perspective, these studies have found tar sands to be in the emissions range of 101 to 128g CO2/MJ, or between 18% and 49% higher than the current default value for petrol. 

· ORAL QUESTON N° 2010/07 By JILL EVANS, LINDA MCAVAN, HORST SCHNELLHARDT ON MEAT INSPECTIONS
Exchange of views with Commission concerning the inspection on red meat where some Member States intend to allow for self inspection by the industry. Self inspection on white meat is widely used and is has proved to be sufficient but on red meat which is more risky, MEP's are in favour of neutral inspectors. In several Member States this has not always been the case due to a lack of money. Recent inspections by the Food and Veterinary Office from the Commission confirm this fear.
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS
On Tuesday afternoon, the ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views on "Deepwater Horizon" oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in the presence of the European Commission.
DELEGATIONS

· REPORT BACK FROM THE ENVI DELEGATION TO ICELAND, 25-28 MAY 2010

The objectives of the delegation were to examine progress in the implementation of the acquis in the areas of environment, public health and food safety and the state of play as regards preparation for accession negotiations in the light of Iceland´s application for membership of the European Union. 

The delegation attended meetings with Iceland´s Minister for the Environment, Members of the Icelandic Parliament and the EU´s ambassador to Iceland and discussed potentially challenging issues in any accession negotiations, including in the areas of fisheries and whaling. 

The delegation also undertook a number of site visits, including to the Nesjavellir Geothermal energy plant (80% of Iceland's energy comes from renewable sources) and to the area surrounding the Eyjafjallajökull volcano.
PRESENTATION

· "Improving environmental inspections: overview of some key IMPEL projects"
Presentation by the European Union Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL).
Jan Teekens, member of the Board of IMPEL and co-chair of the IMPEL Better Regulation Cluster and Rob Kramers, co-mananger of the IMPEL- "Doing the right things"- project will give a brief introduction on IMPEL and how it relates to the Recommendation on minimum criteria for environmental inspections (RMCEI). 
Subsequently they will present two important IMPEL projects which aim at providing support to environmental authorities implementing the RMCEI: the IMPEL "Doing the right things"- project on inspection planning and the IMPEL Review Initiative, a scheme for peer reviews amongst environmental authorities.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE
At its meeting of June 2-3, 2010 the ENVI Committee adopted:
· first reading recommendation on Restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment (recast version);

· recommendation on conclusion of the protocol on integrated coastal zone management to the convention for the protection of the marine environment and the coastal region of the mediterranean;

· own initiative report on the Commission Green Paper on the management of bio-waste in the European Union; 
· opinion on control by member states of the commission´s exercise of implementing powers;

· opinion to the Committee of Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) on Fair Revenues for farmers: a better functioning food supply chain in Europe;

· opinion on developing the job potential of a new sustainable economy.
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN PLENARY

ENVI reports/resolutions that have been adopted by the European Parliament during the last part-session were the following:

 - ***I (A7-0109/2010) Renate SOMMER: Food information to consumers
eUROPEAN eNVIRONMENT aGENCY 
· EU bathing water quality remains high

The annual bathing water report presented by the European Commission and the European Environment Agency shows that 96 % of coastal bathing areas and 90 % of bathing sites in rivers and lakes complied with minimum standards in 2009. It also describes where to obtain detailed and up-to-date information on bathing sites.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom/newsreleases/eu-bathing-water-quality-remains-high?&utm_campaign=eu-bathing-water-quality-remains-high&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
· Updated pollution data from industrial facilities now available in the European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR)

E-PRTR is a comprehensive online register which contains information on emissions of pollutants to air, water and land by industrial facilities throughout Europe (EU-27 and EFTA countries). It includes annual data for 91 substances and covers more than 24 000 facilities in 65 economic activities. E-PRTR also provides additional information, such as the amount and types of waste transferred from facilities to waste handlers both inside and outside each country. The new dataset now contains information for 2008 and updated data for 2007. Voluntarily reported data from Switzerland are also included in the register for the first time

http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/?&utm_campaign=newsletter.2010-06-08.2476974876&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions 

· Scaling up ecosystem benefits - a contribution to The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) study 


The EEA  report analyses options for scaling up existing estimates of ecosystem service values to larger geographical scales. It also presents a case study of wetlands at the European level and discusses the results and policy applications.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/scaling-up-ecosystem-benefits-a?&utm_campaign=scaling-up-ecosystem-benefits-a&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 13 July 2010, 15.00 – 18.30 
Wednesday 14 July 2010, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30
Thursday 15 July 2010, 9.00 – 12.30
The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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