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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


Meeting in Brussels
Monday, 23 May 2011, 15.00-18.30 
Tuesday, 24 May 2011, 09.00 – 12.30 and 15.00-18.30
Wednesday 25 May 2011, 09.00 – 12.30 
The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
LEGISLATIVE WORK

FOOD SAFETY

· Amendment of council directive 2001/112/ec relating to fruit juices and certain similar products intended for human consumption
Co-decision, first reading, 2010/0254(COD)

Adoption of draft report 

The ENVI committee will adopt a draft report on Amendment of Council Directive 2001/112/EC relating to fruit juices and certain similar products intended for human consumption (Andres Perello Rodriguez, S&D, Spain).
The aim of this legislative proposal is to amend the Council Directive 2001/112/EC by incorporating more of the provisions of the Codex Alimentarius standard. The Parliament's draft report suggests that the rules arising from adaptation of the directive to the Codex should be equally applicable to all products marketed within the EU, regardless of whether they are produced in the EU or imported. In order to clarify the distinction between fruit juice and nectar, the rapporteur considers that the term 'no added sugar' should continue to be allowed for category 1 fruit juices. Moreover, the Commission and the Member States shall carry out information campaigns to inform consumers of the different categories of juices and similar products. 

Concerning the issue of flavour reconstitution, the rapporteur supports the Commission's proposal that it should remain optional, with the provision that the reconstituted flavour should in all cases come from the 'same species of fruit' rather than the 'same fruit'. The draft report also allows addition of mandarin juice to orange juice as it intensifies the colour and flavour of the product. 

Vote in Plenary:
4-7 July 2011
nON-LEGISLATIVE WORK

ENVIRONMENT
· Analysis of options to move beyond 20% greenhouse gas emission reductions and assessing the risk of carbon leakage
Adoption of draft report 2011/2012 (INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft report on the analysis of options to move beyond 20% greenhouse gas emission reductions and assessing the risk of carbon leakage (Bas Eickhout, (Greens, The Netherlands).
The draft report calls the Commission to come forward with proposals to move to a 30% greenhouse gas reduction for 2020 as soon as possible, and at the latest by the end of 2011. The rapporteur also points out that the EU's current target of 20% is not in line with the objective of maintaining climate change to 2°C and delaying climate action would result in higher costs for achieving the 2050 target of 80-95% greenhouse gas emissions reduction. The text further notes that investment in green technologies depends heavily on carbon price and due to the surplus of allowances in the ETS the auction of allowances wills not mobilise resources for climate investments as expected. The rapporteur suggest that moving to 30% reduction target would be achieved with cost-effective effort sharing between ETS and non-ETS, and a 25% domestic effort (the rest with offsets). 

Vote in Plenary:
23 June 2011 
HEALTH
· Eu legislation on transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (tse) and on related feed and food controls - implementation and outlook
Adoption of draft report 2011/2249 (INI)

The ENVI Committee will vote on the adoption of a draft report on TSE legislation and related feed and food controls (Dagmar Roth-Behrendt, S&D, Germany). 
The Commission published in 2010 a number of relevant Communications in this area: 

- The TSE Road Map 2: a Strategy Paper on Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies for 2010-2015 (COM(2010)0384);

- Report on the overall operation of official controls in the Member States on food safety, animal health and animal welfare, and plant health (COM(2010)0441);

- Communication on the future necessity and use of mechanically separated meat in the European Union, including the information policy towards consumers (COM(2010)0704).

The draft report generally welcomes the TSE Roadmap 2 but examines in detail the issues covered in the various Communications and Reports which include: BSE monitoring and surveillance mechanisms, revision of the feed ban, the list of Specified Risk Materials (SRM), cohort culling and mechanically separated meat. 
Vote in Plenary:
July 2011

OPINIONS
· Universal service and '112' emergency number
Adoption of draft opinion 2010/2274(INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to IMCO on Universal Service and '112' Emergency Number (José Manuel Fernandes (PPE, Portugal).

The draft opinion points out that only 26% of EU citizens can spontaneously identify 112 as the number to call for emergency services in the EU and 58% of EU citizens still disagree with the statement that people in their country are adequately informed about the existence of 112 emergency number. The rapporteur therefore calls on the Member States to promote the 112 emergency number and to share experiences and exchange best practises in order to achieve at least 80% spontaneous identification of the 112 number by EU citizens by 2020. Member States should also take measures to reduce the amount of unsuccessful emergency call attempts, shorten call set-up and response times, reduce the number of hoax/false calls, improve the provision of information as regards caller location, improve access to emergency calls for disabled persons, the elderly and vulnerable groups and to promote the efficient handling of emergency calls in foreign languages.
Vote in IMCO:

25 May 2011
Vote in Plenary: 23 June 2011

· Combating illegal fishing at the global level - the role of the EU

Adoption of draft opinion 2010/2210(INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to PECH on combating illegal fishing at the global level - the role of the EU (Anna Rosbach (ECR, Denmark).

In light of the recurring problem of illegal fishing, the PECH Committee has decided to draw up an own-initiative report on Combating illegal fishing at the global level - the role of the EU (Rapporteur: Isabella Lövin (Verts/ALE)). 

ENVI is giving an opinion to PECH on this own-initiative report. 

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur notably:

- reiterates that this issue is a global problem

- stresses the need for immediate and thorough action 

- emphasises the threat to biodiversity

- underlines the need to review the sufficiency of control mechanisms;

Vote in PECH:

July 2011

Vote in Plenary: October 2011
· Energy infrastructure priorities for 2020 and beyond
Adoption of draft opinion 2011/2034(INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to ITRE on energy infrastructure priorities for 2020 and beyond (Rovana Plumb (S&D, Romania).
This ENVI opinion follows the Commission's Communication on the energy infrastructure map which will be needed to meet our 2020 energy objectives. EU energy and environment/climate policy goals will not be achievable without a major shift in the way European infrastructure is developed. Developing our energy infrastructure will not only enable the EU to deliver a properly functioning internal energy market, it will also enhance security of supply, enable the integration of renewable energy sources, increase energy efficiency and enable consumers to benefit from new technologies and intelligent energy use.

Particular emphasis in the ENVI opinion is given, among others, to the adoption of the highest possible safety and environmental standards for all energy infrastructures and the modernisation and the interconnection of the national energy grids to permit the integration of the generated renewable energy. 

Vote in ITRE:
26 May, 2011

Vote in Plenary:
July 2011

· Mobility and inclusion of people with disabilities and the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020. 

Adoption of draft opinion 2010/2272(INI)

The ENVI Committee will adopt a draft opinion to EMPL on mobility and inclusion of people with disabilities and the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 (Oreste Rossi, EFD, Italy).
The overall aim of this Strategy is to empower people with disabilities so that they can enjoy their full rights, and benefit fully from participating in society and in the European economy, notably through the Single market. This Strategy identifies actions at EU level to supplement national ones, and it determines the mechanisms needed to implement the UN Convention at EU level, including inside the EU institutions. It also identifies the support needed for funding, research, awareness-raising, statistics and data collection.

This Strategy focuses on eliminating barriers. The Commission has identified eight main areas for action: Accessibility, Participation, Equality, Employment, Education and training, Social protection, Health, and External Action. The Rapporteur has focused his opinion in particular on Health and accessibility aspects.
Vote in EMPL:
16 June 2011
· An effective raw materials strategy for europe
Consideration of draft opinion 2011/2056(INI)

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to ITRE on an effective raw materials strategy for Europe (Judith Merkies, S&D, Netherlands).

The draft opinion welcomes the Commission Communication and its emphasis on raw and recovered raw materials from mineral and biotic resources. It also covers issues including the development of a raw materials hierarchy, a life-cycle approach to raw materials, producer responsibility, full implementation of the Waste Framework Directive, proposals for a landfill ban on recyclable raw materials and examination of the effects of a tax on mineral resources.

Deadline for AM:
27 May 2011, 12.00 

Vote in ENVI:

21 June, 2011

Vote in ITRE:

30 June, 2011

Vote in Plenary:
September 2011
· Honeybee health
Consideration of draft opinion 
The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion to AGRI on Honeybee Health and the challenges for the beekeeping sector (Julie Girling, ECR, Great-Britain).

In the light of the recent increase in bee mortality in several countries within and outside the EU, the latter wants to clarify the key issues related to bee health (EU animal health framework for bees, availability of veterinary medicines for bees, food safety aspects (residues in honey), pesticides, GMOs, biodiversity loss, common agricultural policy, research) and key actions that the Commission intends to take to address them. 

The rapporteur for the ENVI opinion stresses the need for sustainable agricultural practice and the need to protect natural resources and biodiversity within the beekeeping sector, while acknowledging that honeybee colony losses are due to multi-factorial stressors (incl. parasites, lack of authorised veterinary medicines for bees and reduces wild forage). She supports the establishment of an EU Reference Laboratory (EURL) for bee health.
Deadline for AM:
15 June 2011 (noon)

Vote in ENVI:

13 July 2011

Vote in AGRI:

September 2011 (tbc)
ORAL QUESTIONS

· Eu subsidies for polluting and unsustainable practices
Adoption of question for oral answer
A study recently commissioned by the ENVI Committee has highlighted the negative impacts on the environment of key budget items in several EU sectoral policies (including agriculture, cohesion policy, transport, energy and fisheries). The study, from February 2011, suggests that the EU institutions should assess in-depth the direct and indirect effects of the current EU subsidy framework. The question is centred on:

- the state of play of the Commission's work in carrying out a full environmentally harmful subsidies reform tool analysis of the critical budget titles; and

- the Commission's timetable for proposals to remove unsustainable elements from the EU budget.

· A Comprehensive Approach For The Non-Co2 Climate-Relevant Anthropogenic Emissions
Adoption of question for oral answer
In an effort to mitigate the consequences of climate change, the European climate policy has been focused on long-term reductions of CO2 emissions. Scientific data prove that the EU policy is lacking a comprehensive approach towards the reduction of the non-CO2 climate-relevant anthropogenic emissions, namely the HFCs, black carbon and pollutant gases that lead to formation of tropospheric (lower atmosphere) ozone. The same data indicate that it is important to complement our efforts against climate change, by firmly and timely addressing the non-CO2 pollutants, while taking advantage of existing technologies and institutions (such as the Montreal Protocol, bilateral agreements, etc). Relevant policy options include: 

(a) Phasing down the production and consumption of HFCs with global warming potential, to accelerate the phase-out of HCFCs, and recover and destroy stratospheric ozone-depleting GHGs in discarded products and equipment, 

(b) Reduction of emissions of black carbon, giving priority to emissions that affect regions of snow and ice, including the Arctic, Greenland and the Himalayan-Tibetan glaciers; 

(c) Reduction of pollutant gases that lead to formation of tropospheric ozone, a significant GHG.

The Oral Question and Resolution is aiming to enlighten the European Commission's position on the above mentioned policy options. 
Deadline for AM: 24 May 2011

Vote in ENVI: 15 June 2011

Vote in Plenary: July 2011
EXCHANGES OF VIEWS

· Exchange of views with the Environment Committee of the German Bundestag
· Exchange of views with Connie Hedegaard (Commissioner)
· Exchange of views with Philippe Maystadt (President of the European Investment Bank)

· Exchange of views on current initiatives in the fight against hepatitis b and c and future proposals with Commission and ECDC representatives

· Presentation of the study on the differences in costs of and access to pharmaceutical products in the EU

· Presentation by the commission: Indirect land use change - ILUC
· Presentation by EMAS: study on carbon emissions

HEARING
· HEARING: RIO+20

The aim of this hearing is to have an exchange of views between MEPs and experts, already a year ahead of the "Rio+20" summit, which will take place in June 2012. 

The hearing will be divided into two sessions:

1. Towards a green economy

2. Sustainable development governance
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN ENVI COMMITTEE

At its meeting of 18-19th April 2011 the ENVI Committee adopted:

· recommendation for second reading (SOMMER) on food information to consumers; 

· report (ROSBACH) on "Beyond GDP - measuring progress in a changing world";

· an opinion (STAES) to TRAN on amendment of Regulation (EC) No 1406/2002 establishing a European Maritime Safety Agency;

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

http://www.eea.europa.eu/pressroom
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube

As part of our efforts to bring environmental information to as many people as possible, we have added social media to the European Environment Agency's range of communication channels. Facebook is the newest addition and it allows us to be more connected with European citizens.
http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/follow-us-on-facebook-twitter?&utm_campaign=follow-us-on-facebook-twitter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
RECENT EXPERTISE from the policy department 

Study on EU subsidies for polluting and unsustainable practices:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=34691   

Study on Indirect Land Use Change and Biofuels:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=35128 
Study on Differences in Costs of and Access to Pharmaceutical Products in the EU:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?language=en&file=35108 
Date of next meeting (Brussels):

14 - 15 June 2011 

The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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