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Newsletter from the European Parliament Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee


MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY 2012!





Meeting in Brussels
Monday 19 December 2011, 15.00 – 18.30

Tuesday 20 December 2011, 9.00 – 12.30

The Committee meeting will be web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP web site at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm or on Europarl TV: www.europarltv.europa.eu 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live multimedia library:
http://europarl.europa.eu/eplive/archive/default_en.htm 
The new address to the ENVI webpage: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
Legislative WORK

ENVIRONMENT
· Export and import of dangerous chemicals (recast)

Co-decision, first reading 
2011/0105(COD)

Adoption of draft report
The ENVI Committee will vote on export and import of dangerous chemicals (recast) (Dan Jørgensen, S&D, Denmark).
The Regulation (EC) 689/2009, known as PIC (prior informed consent) regulation, covers the export and import of dangerous chemicals and implements the Rotterdam Convention for the EU. Main objectives of the recast are: 
(i) to align definitions in the existing Regulation with the Regulation on classification, labelling and packaging of dangerous substances and mixtures (CLP, (EC) No. 1272/2008), 
(ii) to adapt the explicit consent procedure as regards exports in the absence of the explicit consent of the importing country, 
(iii) transfer of supporting tasks to the ECHA (European Chemicals Agency) and 
(iv) adaptation to the Lisbon treaty regarding external representation of the Union and comitology procedures. 
In his draft report, the Rapporteur supported the proposal in so far as it clarifies definitions and includes ECHA in the implementation of the regulation. A compromise concerns the proposed derogations from the PIC procedure and clarifications related to the CLP regulation. As regards the ECHA, some amendments seek to further specify the Agency's tasks while others aim at rejecting the Agency's role. In addition, the participation of the EU in the Rotterdam Convention should remain a joint responsibility of the Commission and Member States.

Vote in Plenary:
March 2012 (indicative)
FOOD SAFETY
· Food intended for infants and young children and food for special medical purposes

Co-decision, first reading 
2011/0156(COD)
Consideration of draft report

The ENVI Committee will consider a draft report on food intended for infants and young children and food for special medical purposes (Frédérique Ries, ALDE, Belgium).
The proposal for a regulation revises the legislation on foodstuffs intended for particular nutritional uses covered by Directive 2009/39/EC, the so-called "Framework Directive on dietetic foods". It abolishes the concept of dietetic foods and provides for a new framework establishing general provisions only for a limited number of well-established and defined categories of food that are considered as essential for certain vulnerable groups of the population, i.e. food intended for infants and young children and food for patients under medical supervision. Further to these objectives, the proposal aims at creating a single legal measure that regulates lists of substances such as vitamins, minerals and other substances that may be added to the categories of food covered by this proposal, while currently there exist three different lists of substances included in three different legal measures. 
The rapporteur welcomes in principle the approach by the Commission to abolish the concept of dietetic foods while keeping strict rules for a few special categories of people. She however insists on including very low calorie diet products (VLCD) by incorporating them into the definition of foods for special medical purposes. Furthermore she proposes to deal with foods containing gluten or lactose within the framework of the new regulation 1169/2011 on information to consumers instead of the health claims regulation 1924/2006 as the Commission suggests. Invoking the precautionary principle, the rapporteur speaks out against the use of pesticides for the special categories of food in question. She moreover advocates innovation as well as an easier access of SMEs to the markets of special foods.

Deadline for AMs:
18 January 2012, 12.00

Vote in ENVI:
 
29 February 2012

Vote in Plenary:
April 2012

OPINIONS

· Energy efficiency, repealing Directives 2004/8/EC and 2006/32/EC

Adoption of draft opinion
2011/0172(COD)
The ENVI Committee will vote on a draft opinion on energy efficiency (Peter Liese, EPP, Germany).
There are 411 amendments (18 in the Rapporteur's draft opinion, 393 tabled by ENVI Members. There are possibly 7 compromises mainly on (national) energy efficiency targets, requirements on (public) buildings, obligation schemes and incentives, heating, cooling and cogeneration, the follow-up of the Directive and adjustment of the ETS.
The proposed Directive seeks to establish a common framework for the promotion of energy efficiency within the EU, in order to ensure the achievement of the target of 20% primary energy savings by 2020 and to prepare for further improvements after 2020. Energy efficiency is seen as the most effective way to increase security of supply and an effective way to reduce green house gases emissions. Proposed measures address in particular energy efficiency targets (to be set by Member States and reviewed in 2014), efficiency in energy use (public buildings and procurement, obligation schemes for achieving energy savings, energy audits, metering and billing requirements) and energy supply (national heating and cooling plans and requirements on installations, energy efficiency data inventory for installations combusting fuels or refining mineral oil and gas, requirements on grid access). 
Vote in ITRE:
24 January 2012

Vote in Plenary:
April 2012 (indicative)
· Women and climate change
Consideration of draft opinion 2011/2197(INI)
The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion on women and climate change (Bairbre de Brún, GUE/NGL, Ireland).

The rapporteur in her opinion highlights a number of points relevant specifically for women:

- climate change and its negative impacts must be understood as a development issue with gender implications that cuts across all sectors from the local to the global level,

- most of the world's poor are women who face unequal access to and control over resources, technology, services, land rights, credits and insurance systems, and decision-making power,

- strong evidence of gender differences in the health impacts of climate-sensitive conditions, such as malnutrition, incidence of infectious disease, mortality of women during disasters,

- identifying gender-sensitive strategies for responding to the environmental and humanitarian crises caused by climate change,

- mainstreaming gender perspectives into their national policies, action plans and other measures on sustainable development, disaster risks and climate change, etc
Deadline AM:

20 December 2011, 12.00

Vote in ENVI:

24 January 2012

Vote in FEMM:

28 February 2012

Vote in Plenary:
March or April 2012

· European Investment Bank (EIB) - Annual Report 2010

Consideration of draft opinion 2011/2186(INI)
The ENVI Committee will consider a draft opinion on the European Investment Bank (EIB) - Annual Report 2010 (Crescenzio Rivellini, PPE, Italy).

The EIB Group’s 2010 Annual Report consists of four separate volumes: the Activity Report, presenting the EIB Group’s activity over the past year and future prospects; the Financial Report, presenting the financial statements of the EIB, the EIB Group (under IFRS and EU Directives) and the EIF, along with the related explanatory annexes; the Statistical Report, presenting in list form the projects financed and borrowings undertaken by the EIB in 2010, together with a list of the EIF’s projects. 

Environmental lending. In 2010, the EIB signed loan agreements for a total amount of EUR 28.9bn.

The bulk of environmental lending went to EU countries: in 2010, the EIB provided direct financing for a total of EUR 26.2bn in the European Union. These figures do not include environmental components of projects where the overall objective is not directly related to the environment. This component is currently not recorded by the Bank. Within the EU, most of the funding went to climate change, environment and health and sustainable transport.

In 2010 the EIB increased the funding available for climate-related projects in areas such as energy efficiency, renewable energy, transport, forestation, innovation and adaptation to climate change to EUR 19 billion (30% of the total loans granted within the EU), up from EUR 16 billion in the previous year.
Deadline AM:

20 December 2011, 18.00

Vote in ENVI:
 
24 January 2012

Vote in CONT:

29 February 2012


· discharge 2010: 
EC General Budget - Section III - Commission

European Environment Agency (EEA)

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

European Medicines Agency (EMEA)

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
Consideration of draft opinions 2011/2201(DEC), 2011/2217(DEC), 2011/2235(DEC), 2011/2220(DEC), 2011/2227(DEC), 2011/2226(DEC)

The ENVI Committee will consider draft opinions on discharge 2010 (Jutta Haug, S&D, Germany).
LIFE + Programme: The implementation of the LIFE + Programme can be considered very satisfactory in terms of commitment appropriations. The Commission achieved an level of 99,68% of implementation on the LIFE + budget managed by DG ENV and 91,88% of the LIFE + budget managed by DG CLIMA (budget line 07 03 07).  

Contribution to international environmental activities: This appropriation is intended to cover obligatory and voluntary contributions to a number of international conventions, protocols and agreements to which the Community is party and preparatory work for future international agreements involving the Community. The implementation for 2010 was satisfactory.
Pilot projects and preparatory actions: Under the 2010 budget 8 pilot projects and preparatory actions were implemented.
Public Health: In commitment appropriations, the implementation rate in 2010 was 99.7% for the public health Budget lines, and 97% taking into consideration the positive outturns of year N-2 of the agencies EFSA and ECDC. These N-2 outturns are being re-used during the year N, so there is no real under-execution at this level.
Support expenditure for operations of Public Health programme - 17 01 04 02: These are non-differentiated appropriations and number of actions committed in 2010 will only be completed in 2011. As mentioned in article 9.4 of the Financial Regulation, "non-differentiated appropriations corresponding to obligations duly contracted at the close of the financial year shall be carried over automatically to the following financial year only". Therefore, the pending payment appropriations for this budget article can still be implemented until 31 December 2011 and the implementation rate at the end of 2010 is not to be considered as the final one. Concerning these appropriations, no under-execution is expected at the end of the present year.
Pilot Projects 17.0308 and 17.0309 (only payment appropriations): For these two pilot projects, the commitment credits were committed in 2009, and the payments will take place during 2009-2012.
Food safety, Animal health and welfare and Plant health: As regards the commitment appropriations for budget chapter 1704 – Food and feed safety, animal health, animal welfare and plant health, the implementation rate is 95.3% which is slightly lower than in 2009 (98%). Two main reasons determined why this budget chapter did not reach full implementation: firstly, a low number of outbreaks of animal diseases and their scale implied that the Emergency funds measures (BL 17.040301) were not fully consumed. Secondly, relating to other veterinary expenditures (BL 17.040201), as there was no need in the field, the purchase of emergency vaccines was cancelled, and the contribution to the Food Agricultural Organisation trust fund was postponed, due to their late submission of required documents. The 2010 payment appropriations have been almost fully consumed. 

Deadline AM:

20 December 2011, 18.00
Vote in ENVI:
 
24 January 2012

Vote in CONT:

26 March 2012
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

· Exchange of views with Maria Damanaki (Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries)

Exchange of views

The ENVI Committee will hold an exchange of views with Commissioner Maria Damanaki. The Commissioner will notably present her proposals for the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy, which have been published on 13 July 2011.
PRESENTATION

· Evaluation reports on genetically modified organisms (GMO) legislation
Presentation by the Commission
The Commission recently published the evaluation reports on Directive 2001/18/EC and Regulation 1829/2003 (GMOs). The first report evaluates the EU's legislative framework in the field of GM food and feed. The second focuses on the legislative framework in the area of GMOs cultivation. The main goal was to collect facts and opinions, particularly from stakeholders and competent authorities. The evaluations assessed the effectiveness and efficiency of the legislative processes and formulated options for the improvement and adjustment of the system.
The Commission will present to the ENVI Committee the main findings of the reports.

· Report from the Commission on the application, effects and adequacy of the regulation on certain fluorinated greenhouse gases and on the outcome of the MOP23 of the Montreal Protocol
Presentation by the Commission
This Commission report reviews the implementation in EU of this regulation (EC) No 842/2006 which covers the limited number of fluorinated gases under the Kyoto Protocol, while it discusses future actions. It addresses emissions of hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and sulphur hexafluoride, collectively known as fluorinated greenhouse gases (‘F-gases’). These gases are man-made chemicals used for instance as refrigerants, foam-blowing agents, aerosol propellants and insulation gases in electrical equipment. Globally, the use of fluorinated gases is growing rapidly due to the increased use of products and equipment relying upon them. The overall objective of the Regulation is to help fulfil the commitments of the European Union and its Member States under the Kyoto Protocol for the period 2008 to 2012. 
Recently the EP voted a resolution on non-CO2 emissions, asking for action on more F-gases (beyond those covered in the existing regulation) under the Montreal Protocol rather than the Kyoto Protocol.

The Commission is also asked to report on the 23rd Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (MOP 23) which took place in Bali, Indonesia, from 21-25 November 2011. Among the issues discussed there was the phase down of the HFCs. 

· Presentation of the Green Belt initiative
Presentation by Green Belt Germany 
The so called “Iron Curtain” divided Europe for almost 40 years from the Barents Sea at the border between Russia, Norway, and Finland, all the way to the Bosphorus at the border between Bulgaria, Greece, and Turkey. It was a political, ideological and physical barrier, most strongly expressed in Germany: Metal fences, walls, barbed wire, guard towers, spring guns, land mines and watchdogs created a death zone through Germany and separated one country into East and West, divided families and friends for decades. In this forbidden zone to people the only winner was nature.

Today, the central Green Belt’s lifeline through Germany is the area between the road for military vehicles and the former borderline of the Federal Republic of Germany and German Democratic Republic – today the borderline of the German federal states. This strip is between 50 and 200 m wide. In the long run it is planned to protect the more or less narrow central strip and also (large) protected nature conservation areas along the entire Green Belt. Despite its inhumanity, this border granted nature a pause for breath: nature flourished and developed something extremely rare in intensively used landscapes – a truly wild area. The route of the Iron Curtain thus travels through some of the most important habitats for biodiversity in Europe.

Since the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989, BUND (Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland), one of Germany’s leading environmental organisations is engaged for the protection of the valuable habitats along the former inner-German border – the so called Green Belt. Originated from the Green Belt Germany the vision of a Green Belt through Europe developed. A Green Belt from the Barents Sea to the Black Sea can become a backbone of an ecological network that is a global symbol for trans-boundary co-operation in nature conservation and sustainable development. Moreover, it connects people and shows that the enlarged European Union has not only a cultural but also a natural heritage.

OTHER

· Appointment of an EP representative on the ECHA Management Board

The ENVI Committee will vote on candidates for filling the vacancy, for an EP representative on the ECHA Management Board, resulting from the resignation of Guido Sacconi. The Coordinators decided that the appointment should be for the remainder of Mr Sacconi's term of office (until 1 December 2013) and be based on a vote on the two candidates Ms Anne Laperrouze and Ms Christina Rudén (who had been nominated by the EP as "substitute members" previously, which had not been recognised by ECHA).
RECENTLY ADOPTED IN PLENARY

ENVI resolutions that have been adopted by the European Parliament during the last part-session were the following:

· resolution (A7-0224/2011) on fruit juices and certain similar products intended for human consumption,
· resolution (A7-0246/2011) on use of phosphates and other phosphorus compounds in household laundry detergents.

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

Huge renewable energy growth this decade, if EU countries meet projections 
Offshore wind energy capacity in Europe is projected to increase 17-fold between 2010 and 2020, while newer renewable technologies such as concentrated solar power and wave/tidal power will also increase more than 11-fold according to projections. European countries are also expected to significantly boost solar photovoltaic power, onshore wind and other renewable technologies over the next decade.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/massive-renewable-energy-growth-this?&utm_campaign=massive-renewable-energy-growth-this&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions
Noise levels across Europe now mapped by new EEA application 
European citizens will soon be able to access and upload data on noise levels in their area, thanks to a new application on the Eye on Earth online map service. The European Environment Agency (EEA) has developed NoiseWatch to help the many millions of people across the EU exposed to damaging levels of noise. 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/noise-levels-across-europe-now 

Recycling industry can boost the European economy 
Recycling has multiple benefits for many areas of the economy – providing raw materials, creating jobs and encouraging business opportunities and innovation. These economic benefits of recycling are examined in a new report from the European Environment Agency (EEA). The report considers the recycling industry in the context of building a 'green economy', a major European policy objective.
http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/recycling-industry-can-boost-the 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

http://echa.europa.eu/news/press_en.asp
European Medicines Agency (EMA)

http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/news_and_events/landing/news_and_events.jsp&murl=menus/news_and_events/news_and_events.jsp&mid=
European Centre of Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/press/news/Pages/News.aspx
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news.htm
European Food and Veterinary Office 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/index_en.cfm
Date of next meeting (Brussels):
24 January 2012, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30

25 January 2012, 9.00 – 12.30

The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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The Environment Committee website:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI

